
Selection of our books indexed in the Book Citation Index 

in Web of Science™ Core Collection (BKCI)

Interested in publishing with us? 
Contact book.department@intechopen.com

Numbers displayed above are based on latest data collected. 

For more information visit www.intechopen.com

Open access books available

Countries delivered to Contributors from top 500 universities

International  authors and editors

Our authors are among the

most cited scientists

Downloads

We are IntechOpen,
the world’s leading publisher of

Open Access books
Built by scientists, for scientists

12.2%

185,000 200M

TOP 1%154

6,900



1

Chapter

Symptoms of Damage to Soybean 
Varieties Due to Major Pest Attacks 
in South Sulawesi, Indonesia
Abdul Fattah, Idaryani Djamaluddin, Asriyanti Ilyas, 

Muslimin Muslimin, Andi Nurhayu  

and dan Muhammad Yasin

Abstract

South Sulawesi Province is one of the centers for soybean development in 
Indonesia. The varieties that are widely planted by farmers in South Sulawesi 
include Anjasmoro, Argomulyo, Grobogan, Gema, Dering-1, and Burangrang. 
These varieties have different levels of seed yield and damage levels. This paper aims 
to provide an overview and information about the types of soybean varieties, the 
level of pest damage, and the types of pests that cause damage to soybean varieties 
developed by farmers in South Sulawesi Province. The method used is to collect 
various information in the form of secondary data and primary data from research 
results related to soybean varieties, types of pests that damage soybean plants and 
the level of damage caused by soybean pests in South Sulawes. The results obtained 
provide information that the highest level of leaf damage caused by Spodoptera 
litura F. occurred in the Anjasmoro variety 10.94–32.69% followed by Argomulyo 
10.16–26.17% and Grobogan 8.61–24.81%. The highest level of pod damage due to pod 
sucking was found in Burangrang varieties, namely 13.20%, Gema 12.51%, Dering 
10.5%, Argomulyo 9.40%, Grobogan 8.50%, and Anjasmoro 7.70%. The level of 
fruit damage caused by the fruit borer Etiella zinckenella T., the highest occurred in 
Detam-1 15.71%, Ring 14.50%, Burangrang 10.60%, Gema 10.0%, Argomulyo 8.20%, 
Grobogan 7.10%, and Anjasmoro 6.70%. The rate of soybean yield loss caused by S. 
litura F. was the highest at Anjasmoro 8.97%–11.29%, then Grobogan 7.88–12.80%, 
and Argomulyo 6.77–14.90%. Meanwhile, the percentage of seed yield loss caused 
by the attack of the pest Nezara viridula L. ranged from 10.0–41.0% for all varieties. 
Likewise with Riptortus linearis F., the percentage of soybean seed loss caused ranged 
from 15 to 79% for all varieties.

Keywords: Soybean, varieties, symptoms, damage, main pests

1. Introduction

Soybean has a strategic position as a source of vegetable protein and functional 
food that has been affordable to all levels of society. Soy products such as tempe, 
tahu, soy milk, soy sauce, chips and so on are needed every day of the year. To meet 
the demand for raw materials for the processing industry, Indonesia needs around 
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2.2 million tons of soybean raw materials per year. Meanwhile, domestic soybean 
production is currently only able to meet 30–40% of national needs [1].

The national soybean productivity achieved by farmers in Indonesia only 
reaches 1.80 t / ha, while the potential national soybean productivity can reach 
2.5 t/ha [2]. One of the factors causing low soybean productivity is the high pest 
attack. Pest attacks on soybean plants can reduce yields up to 80%, even puso if no 
control measures are taken [1]. According to Oerke [3], the loss of soybean yields 
due to pest attacks can reach 26–29%.

In the tropics, there are about 60 types of insects that can cause significant leaf 
damage in soybeans [4]. Meanwhile in India, there are about 150 species of insects 
that can cause serious damage to soybeans from planting to harvest [5].

Pests on soybean plants are classified into pests that destroy leaves and pests that 
destroy pods. Pests that destroy soybean leaves include whitefly (Bemisia tabaci G.), 
aphids (Aphis glycines), red mites (Tetranychus cinnabarinus), soybean green leaf-
hoppers (Empoasca spp.), Armyworms (S. litura), jengkal caterpillars (Chrysodeizis 
chalcites), rollers. Leaf (Omiodes indicata), and soy beetle (Phaedonia inclusa). 
In principle, leaf damage caused by pests can interfere with the photosynthesis 
process [6]. Meanwhile, pests that destroy soybean pods include pod suckers Nezara 
viridula, Reptortus linearis, and Piezodorus rubrofasciatus. For pod borer, among 
others, Etiella zinckenella and Heliothis armigera [7].

S. litura F. armyworms is one of the important pests on soybeans in the world, 
including in Indonesia. In India, S. litura F is one of the important pests of soybeans 
[8]. A part from soybeans, in India, S. litura F. is also an important pest of tobacco 
with a damage rate of around 25–50% [9]. In Asia, S. litura F. is also an important 
pest and is a polyphagous which can attack about 122 species from 44 plant families 
[10]. In Bangladesh, about 15–20% of the total soybean production has decreased 
due to S. litura F attacks [11]. In Brazil, S. Litura F. can destroy soybean leaves by 
about 35% [12]. Rao et al. [13], S. litura F. can cause about 35–50% yield loss in 
tobacco. In cotton, in India, S. litura can result in 25.8–100% yield loss [14].

In Indonesia, armyworms, S. litura F. are important pests that eat soybean leaves 
compared to other pests such as jengkal caterpillars (Chrysodeixis chalcites), Heliothis 
armigera, leaf-rolling caterpillars (Lamprosema indica). Armyworms, S. Litura F. is a 
type of polypagus pest that attacks various types of plants, including soybeans. This is 
according to Santi and Krisnawati [15], in Indonesia, S. Litura F. is an important pest 
on soybeans with a leaf damage rate of around 70%. According to Adie et al. [16], soy-
bean yield losses due to armyworm attack can reach 80% in Japan, 90% in America, 
and 23–45% in Indonesia. Meanwhile, according to Marwoto and Suharsono [17], the 
yield loss due to S. litura F. armyworm attacks in Indonesia can reach 80%.

R. linearis F. is an important pest of soybean in South Sulawesi. Yield losses due 
to pod sucking pests were 79% [18]. Both nymphs and imago suck the seed fluid by 
sticking their stylet which causes damage to the pods. The degree of damage due 
to R. linearis F. varies, depending on the stage of development of pods and seeds. 
The attack in the seed filling phase will cause the seeds to turn black and rot, at the 
ripening phase the pods will wrinkle the seeds and in the old pods before harvesting 
will cause the seeds to become hollow [18].

2. Soybean varieties developed by farmers in South Sulawesi

2.1 Anjasmoro variety

The Anjasmoro variety has a purple hypocotyl color, purple epicotyl color, white 
stem coat color, purple flower color, yellow seed coat color, light brown ripe pods, 
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and yellowish brownish hilarity of seeds. This variety also has oval leaf shape, 
wide leaf size, deterministic growth type, flowering age 35–39 days, pod ripe age 
82–92 days, plant height 64–68 cm, number of branches 2–5 branches, has a large 
seed size (weight of 100 seeds 14.8–15.3 g). The seeds contain 41.8–42.1% protein, 
17.2–18.6% fat content, and are not resistant to falling. Anjasmoro variety is moder-
ate to leaf rust, and the pods do not break easily [19]. Meanwhile, according to 
Hendrival et al. [6], Anjasmoro variety has 83.38 pods, 24.69 empty pods, 173.27 
seeds per plant and 3.81–9.39% S. litura F. attack.

2.2 Argomulyo variety

Argomulyo variety has purple hypocotyl, brown fur color, purple flower color, 
yellow seed coat, bright white hilarity of seeds, deterministic growth type, flower-
ing age 35 days, age at harvest 80–82 days, plant height 40 cm, number of branches 
per plant 3–4 stems from the main stem, has a large seed size (weight 100 seeds 
16.0 g), has a seed yield of 1.5–2.0 t ha −1, has a protein content of 39.4%, contains 
fat, 20.8%, has a fall resistance property [19]. In addition, the Argomulyo variety 
is tolerant of leaf rust disease and this variety is suitable for soy milk as raw mate-
rial. Meanwhile, according to Poniman et al. [20], the Argomulyo variety had the 
number of pods filled with 79.00, the weight of 100 seeds was 15.38 g, and the 
percentage of pod damage caused by pod borer attack was 13.11%.

2.3 Grobogan variety

According to the description of the soybean variety [19], the Grobogan variety 
has a determinitic growth type, purple hypocotyl color, purple epicotyl color, brown 
stem coat color, purple flower color, dark brown pod color, lanceolate leaf shape and 
hilarity brown seed color, plant height 50–60 cm, flowering age 30–32 days, mature 
pods 76 days, have large seed size (weight 100 seeds, 18 g), potential seed yields 
3.40 t/ha, and an average seed yield of 2.77 t ha−1. The seeds have a fat content of 
18.4% and a protein content of 43.9%. It is well adapted to several different grow-
ing environmental conditions, has pods that are not easily broken, and at harvest 
95–100% of the leaves are shed (Figure 1).

2.4 Burangrang variety

The Burangrang variety has purple hypocotyls, yellowish brown fur, purple 
flowers, yellow seeds, bright hilium seeds, oblong leaves, pointed tips, deterministic 
growth type, number of branches 1–2 branches, flowering age 35 days, pod age cook 
80–82 days, plant height 60–70 cm, large seeds (weight of 100 seeds 16 g), seed 
yields range from 1.6–2.5 t ha−1, have 39% protein content, 20% fat content, not 

Figure 1. 
Appearance of Grobogan (a), Argomulyo (b), and Anjasmoro (c) varieties. Source: Fattah et al. [21].
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easy to fall down, tolerant of leaf rust disease. This variety is suitable for soy milk, 
tempe, and tahu [19].

2.5 Dering varieties

Dering variety has a deterministic growth type, flowering age 35 days after 
planting and 81 days after planting, plant height 57 cm, brown fur, oval leaf shape, 
purple hypocotyl color, purple epicotyl color, purple flower color, brown pod skin 
color., yellow seed coat color, dark yellow hilium seed color, white cotyledon color, 
resistant to falling, the number of branches 3–6 stems per plant [19]. Meanwhile, 
according to Poniman et al. [20], the Dering variety has medium seed size (100 
seeds 10.7 g weight), the potential yield of seeds is 2.80 t ha−1, the average seed yield 
is 2.0 t ha−1, the seeds contain 34.2% protein and 17.1% fat content. Furthermore, 
it was said that the variety was resistant to pod borer (E. zinckenella T) and sus-
ceptible to armyworms (S. Litura F), resistant to leaf rust disease ((Phakospscora 
pachithyzi Syd) and tolerant to drought during the reproductive phase.

2.6 Gema varieties

According to Poniman et al. [20], the Gema variety has a deterministic type of 
growth with light brown coat color, purple cotyledon color, purple hypocotyl color, 
green epicotyl color, and white cotyledon color. Furthermore, it is said that this 
Gema variety has a plant height of 55 cm, has a medium seed size (100 seeds weight 
11.90 g), a flowering age of 35 days, a harvest age of 73 days, a potential yield of 
3.06 t ha−1, an average seed yield. 2.47 t ha−1, brown pod color, purple flower color, 
round seed shape, light yellow seed coat color, and brown hilium color. The seeds 
have a protein content of 39.07% and a fat content of 19.11%. The Gema variety is 
sensitive to leaf virus (CMMV) and moderate to rust disease [19]. In addition, these 
varieties are also somewhat susceptible to pod suckers, somewhat resistant to pod 
borer, and moderate to armyworm pests (Figure 2) [19].

2.7 Deja-2 varieties

The Deja-2 variety has a deterministic growth type, ± 37 days of flowering, 
± 80 days of maturity, purple hypocotyl color, purple epicotyl color, green leaf 
color, purple flower color, brown coat color, light brown pod skin color, seed coat 
color. Yellow, yellow cotyledon color, brown hilum color, oval leaf shape, medium 
leaf size, 3 branches per plant, the number of pods per plant ±38 pods, ± 52.3 cm 
plant height, lying with resistance to collapse, pod breaking with the pods are not 
easily broken, the size of the seeds is large, the weight of 100 seeds is ±14.8 grams, 
the shape of the seeds is oval, the potential yield is 2.75 t ha−1, the average yield 
is ±2.38 t ha−1, the protein content is ±37.9%, fat content ±17.2%, susceptible to 

Figure 2. 
Appearance of Gema (a), Burangrang (b), and Dering (c) varieties. Source: Fattah et al. [21].
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armyworm pests, mildly resistant to pod borer, somewhat resistant to pod suckers, 
and somewhat resistant to leaf rust disease (Figure 3) [19].

2.8 Dena- 1

According to the description of the soybean variety [19], the Dena-1 variety has 
a deterministic growth type, purple flower color, purple fur color, purple hypocotyl 
color, green epicotyl color, and yellow-yellowish pod skin color. Flowering age 
33 days, pod ripe age 78 days, oval leaf shape, number of branches 12 branches per 
plant, growth type determinant, flowering age ± 33 days, maturity ±78 days, hypo-
cotyl purple color, green epicotyl color, green leaf color, purple flower color, brown 
fur color, yellowish brown pod skin color, yellow seed coat color, green cotyledon 
color, brown hilum color, oval leaf shape, medium leaf size, branching 3 branches 
per plant, number of pods planted ±29, plant height ± 59.0 cm, slightly resistant 
to falling apart, pods breaking easily, large seed size, weight of 100 seeds ±14.3 
grams, oval seed shape, potential yield of 2.9 t ha−1, average yield ±1.7 t ha−1, protein 
content ±36.7% DM, fat content ±18.8% DM, resistance to pests, resistance to leaf 
rust disease, susceptible to pod sucker R. linearis F. and armyworm pest S. litura F., 
and tolerant up to 50% shade. According to Poniman et al. [20], the Dena-1 variety 
weighed 100 seeds 13.95 g, the number of pods per plant was 44.25, and was resistant 
to pod borer attack.

2.9 Dega- 1

Has a deterministic growth type, ± 29 days of flowering, ± 71 days of maturity 
(69–73 days), purple hypocotyl, purple epicotyl color, green leaf color, purple 
flower color, brown coat color, light brown pod skin color, yellow seed coat, purple 
cotyledons, brown hilum color, oval leaves, medium-sized leaves, branching from 
1 to 3 branches/plant), number of pods per plant ±29 pods, plant height ± 53 cm, 
resistant to falling, resistant to breaking pods, have a large seed size, weigh 100 
seeds 22.98 g, have a potential yield of 3.98 t ha−1, have a protein content of 37.78% 
DM, a fat content of 17.29%, are resistant to leaf rust disease [19]. According to 
Poniman et al. [20], the Dega-1 variety had 27.75 pods per plant, 100 seeds 21.38 g 
weight, and was somewhat resistant to pod borer attack.

2.10 Varieties of Detam- 1

The Detam-1 variety has a deterministic growth type, hypocotyl purple color, 
green epicotyl color, purple flower color, light brown hair color, dark brown pod 
skin color, black seed coat color, and yellow cotyledon color, slightly round leaf 
shape, and brightness of shiny seed coat. This variety also has a plant height of 

Figure 3. 
Dena-1 (a), Deja-1 (b), and Dega-1 (c) varieties. Source: Fattah et al. [21].
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58 cm, a flowering age of 35 days, a pod ripe age of 84 days, has a large seed size 
(100 seeds weight 14.84 g), has a potential yield of 3.45 t ha−1 and an average yield 
of 2 seeds. 2. 51 t ha−1, the seeds have a protein content of 45.36% and a fat content 
of 33.06%. The nature of resistance to pests, sensitive to armyworms and somewhat 
resistant to pod suckers and other properties are somewhat sensitive to drought 
(Figure 4) [19].

3.  Armyworm life cycle, level of damage, percentage of yield loss, and 
economic threshold (ET) in armyworm pests

3.1 Life cycle of S. litura F

3.1.1 Egg phase

Adult insects (imago) lay eggs in clusters containing about 350 eggs and covered 
in fine hairs. The total eggs laid by one female insect in one life cycle are around 
2000–3000 eggs [23]. Meanwhile, according to Schreiner [24], S. litura F. imago lay 
eggs in groups of about 200–300 under the leaves covered with brown hairs from 
the female body. Furthermore, it is said that the total eggs laid by one female insect 
in one life cycle are about 2,000 eggs.

The eggs that almost hatch, turn brown in color and enlarge like fish eggs 
(Figure 5b). According to Kalshoven [23], the almost hatched eggs turn brown 
and get bigger. Then hatch into larvae 3–5 days. Meanwhile, Ahmad et al. [26], the 
eggs hatched 3 days after being laid by the female S. litura imago. Furthermore, 
Kranz et al. [27], suggested that the eggs are laid in groups of 50–300 eggs 

Figure 5. 
Eggs in groups covered with hairs from female imgo (a) and eggs that are ready to hatch (b). Source: Fattah, 
Ilyas [25].

Figure 4. 
Seed color of the Detam-2 (a), Anjasmoro (b), and Argomulyo (c) varieties. Source: Fattah et al. [22].
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under the leaf surface and hatch for 3–4 days, and one adult insect can produce 
1,500–2,500 eggs.

3.1.2 Larva phase of S. Litura F

The newly hatched larvae feed from the leaves occupied by the eggs in groups 
(Figure 6a), then spread by using threads that come out of their mouths and are 
used to move from plant to plant. Armyworm larvae have different colors. The 
newly hatched larvae are light green, the sides are dark brown or brownish black 
and the last instar larvae have dark black necklaces (crescent moons) on the fourth 
and tenth abdominal segments. On the dorsal lateral side there is a yellow stripe, the 
larval stage consisting of 5 instars which lasts 20–46 days [23].

3.1.3 Pupa phase

The last instar larvae enter the soil, then become inactive larvae (Pra pupa) 
(Figure 7a). Then it turns into a pupa (without a cocoon (Figure 7b). The pupa is 
in the ground with a depth of 0–3 cm [28]. The pupa is reddish-brown, weighing 
about 0.341 g per pupa [29]. The pupal stage ranges from 8 to 11 days [17].

3.1.4 Imago phase

Pupa in the soil will change to the next phase to become butterfly insects (Imago) 
(Figure 8). The life cycle of S. Litura F. from egg to imago is about 30–60 days [17]. 
Meanwhile, Javar et al. [29], the life cycle of S. litura is approximately 29–35 days.

Figure 6. 
Instar-1 larvae (newly hatched) (a), and instar-4 larvae (b). Source: Fattah [27].

Figure 7. 
Prepupa phase (a) and pupa phase (b) of S. Litura F. source: Fattah, Ilyas [25].
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3.2 The level of leaf damage due to attack by armyworm pests on soybeans

The young larvae (instar-1 and instar-2) damage the leaves by leaving remnants 
on the upper (transparent) epidermis and leaf bones. The rates of armyworm 
infestation differ between plant types and between varieties. In susceptible plants 
provide better growth for pests. Conversely, resistant varieties will give poor growth 
and development of armyworm pests. The results of research by Shahout et al. 
[30], of several types of plants tested on S. litura, the development of the larvae 
was shorter in the feeding of mustard greens (15.55 d), cotton (15.73 d), and potato 
(15.82 d) than the diet from cowpeas (19.55 d). Likewise, the response of soybean 
varieties to the level of S. litura F. attacks will vary in each region. This is indicated 
by the results of research conducted by Fattah and Hamka [31] in Panincong, 
Soppeng Regency, showing that the intensity of armyworm attack on the 
Mahameru variety was 17.26%, Kaba 13.5%, Anjasmoro 10.94%, Sinabung 12.16%., 
Detam-1 12.53%, Wilis 14.41%, Detam-2 15.34%, Burangrang 12.11%, Argomulyo 
10.16, and Grobogan 8.61%. Meanwhile, the results of research conducted by 
Rahman and Fattah [32] in Simbang, Maros Regency showed that the intensity of 
attacks on Grobogan was 11.60%, Anjasmoro 11.20%, Argomulyo 12.71%, Detam-1 
15.21%, Wilis 15, 51%, Gema 13.30%. The results of research by Hendrival et al. [6], 
the intensity of S. litura attacks at plant age 1–2 WAP on the Kipas Merah variety 
was lower (2.36% -5.02%) than the Anjasmoro variety (3.81% -9.39%). Fattah  
et al. [33], the highest level of soybean leaf damage due to S. litura F. attack was in 
Anjasmoro variety 31.65% and the lowest was Grobogan 23.96%.

Damage and yield loss due to armyworm attack is determined by the level of the 
pest population, the stage of insect development, the phase of plant growth, and 
the type of soybean varieties. Pest attacks on susceptible varieties will cause very 
significant losses. Leaf defoliation due to armyworm attack when it occurs during 
the full flowering phase and pod formation phase will result in greater yield losses 
than attacks in the full pod filling phase (Figure 9) [17].

Symptoms of damage to leaves due to S. litura F. pests in each soybean variety have 
different levels. According to Fattah et al. [34], the symptoms of leaf damage due to S. 
litura pests on Anjasmoro varieties ranged from 20.19 to 28.61%, Argomulyo 14.68–
26.17%, and Grobogan around 13.28–18.00%. Fattah et al. [36], the highest S. litura F., 
attack rate was in Anjasmoro (26.68–32.69%) and the lowest was in Grobogan (17.07–
24.81%). One of the factors that influence the differences in the level of leaf damage is 
the number and length of trichomes possessed by each variety. The greater the number 
of trichomes in soybean leaves, the lower the symptom level of the attack. Likewise, 
the length of the trichomes, the longer the trichomes on soybean leaves, the lower the 
level of leaf damage. This is evident from the results of research by Fattah [35], 
 Grobogan variety has the lowest symptoms of leaf damage because it has the highest 

Figure 8. 
Imago (female) S. litura F. (a) and imago (male) of S. litura F. (b). Source: Fattah, Ilyas [25].
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number of trichomes and lengths of trichomes (58.80 per cm2 and 1.90 mm) com-
pared to Anjasmoro variety, only 28.95 per cm2 and 1.66 mm.

The level of damage to soybean leaves due to S. litura F. pests is not only deter-
mined by the type of variety that the farmer uses, but also by the population density 
of S. litura F. in the field. This is in accordance with Fattah et al. [36], the level 
of damage to soybean leaves at 35 days after planting due to S. litura F., pests was 
the highest at a population density of 6 larvae per plant (38.64–43.52%), 4 larvae 
33.43–36.33%), and 2 larvae per cropping (25.82–27.88%). The same thing in the 
results of Fattah’s study [35], the level of damage to soybean leaves at the age of 
25 days after planting due to S. litura F. pests was the highest at a population density 
of 6 larvae per crop (32.01–34.50%), 4 larvae per cropping (22.00–28.70%), and 
2 larvae per crop (19.17–26.74%).

3.3 Yield loss due to attack by armyworm pests on soybeans

The rate of loss of soybean seeds due to S. litura F. pests was different for each 
variety depending on the level of damage. This is consistent with Fattah [35], the 
highest rate of seed loss due to S. litura F. armyworm attack was in Anjasmoro 
(8.97%) and the lowest was in Argomulyo (6.77%). Meanwhile, Fattah et al. [36], 
the rate of loss of soybean seeds due to S. litura F. pests was the highest in Argomulyo 
variety (13.57%) in the vegetative phase and 14.93% in the generative phase.

The difference in the level of loss of soybean seeds due to S. litura F. pests, 
apart from being influenced by the variety, is also influenced by the level of larval 
population density. The higher the population density of S. litura F larvae per plant, 
the higher the yield loss. According to Fattah et al. [36], the level of soybean yield 
loss due to S. litura F. armyworm attack was the highest at a population density of 
6 larvae per plant (38.64–43.63%) in the vegetative phase and 38.35–41.98%) in the 
generative phase. While the lowest was in the population density of 2 larvae per 
plant (25.82–30.96%) in the vegetative phase and 24.39–30.96%) in the generative 
phase. Meanwhile, Fattah [35] stated that the highest rate of soybean seed loss due 
to S. litura F. attack was at a population density of 6 larvae per plant (23.47%) and 
the lowest was at a population density of 2 larvae per plant (13.94%).

3.4 Economic threshold (ET) on S. litura F

The national economic threshold set by the Government in the use of insecticides 
for the control of S. litura F. armyworms on soybeans is if 1 instar-3 larvae per 
clump is found at the age of the plant 20 days after planting or if an attack intensity 
is found around 12.5% at age the same [17]. This is different from the results of 
Fattah’s research [35], by using three varieties namely Anjasmoro, Argomulyo and 

Figure 9. 
Symptoms of leaf damage due to S. litura F. pests in the vegetative phase (30 days) (a), the vegetative phase 
before flowering (b), and the generative phase (c). Source: Fattah [27].
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Grobogan with the calculation of the costs incurred by farmers (cost) during one 
growing season with 2 insecticide applications per week, so the total cost of farmers’ 
expenses is around IDR 2,340,000 per ha and loss of seed yield per larva per plant 
is 96 kg. Based on this data, it was obtained the economic threshold (ET) of S. litura 
F. armyworms of 3.0 3 instar larvae per plant [35]. The difference in the economic 
threshold is influenced by several factors, including the types of soybean varieties 
planted by farmers (recommended) which are different from those that were in the 
past. Some of the factors that differ between recent varieties and ancient varieties are 
morphological factors including physical resistance, seed yield, plant height, number 
of pods, number of branches, and chemical resistance characteristics.

Based on the results of Fattah’s research [35] from the results of data analysis, it 
was found that the average yield loss in Anjasmoro variety was around 130 kg, the 
total cost (Cost) was IDR 2,340,000 per ha, then the economic threshold (AE) for 
Anjasmoro was 2.25 tails. Larvae per plant or 2.0 larvae per plant. Furthermore, the 
economic threshold (ET) was found in the Argomulyo variety, if the average yield 
loss per hectare was 105 kg, then the economic threshold (ET) for Argomulyo vari-
ety was 2.78 larvae per plant or 3.0 larvae per plant. The economic threshold (ET) 
for Grobogan variety if the average yield loss is 91 kg per ha, then the economic 
threshold value is 3.21 larvae per plant or 3.0 larvae per plant [35].

According to Fattah [35] the economic threshold (ET) value of Anjasmoro vari-
ety (2 larvae plant−1) is lower than Argomulyo (3.0 larva plant−1) and Grobogan (3.0 
larva plant−1), this is due to the variety Anjasmoro is more sensitive to armyworm 
attacks than Argomulyo and Grobogan. This is consistent with Fattah and Hamka 
[31], the attack rate of S. litura F. armyworms in Anjasmoro variety (10.16%) was 
higher than Grobogan (8.60%).

4. Pod sucking pests N. viridula L

The pod sucker N. Viridula L. is the main pest on soybeans in Indonesia, including 
in South Sulawesi. According to Marwoto et al. [37] Mature green ladybugs begin 
arriving at the plant near the flowering phase. Furthermore, it was said that the eggs 
were laid in groups, with an average of 80 eggs, on the lower leaf surface, the upper 
leaf surface, pods and plant stems. The egg’s cup-like shape is yellow and turns brick 
red when it hatches. The eggs hatch after 5–7 days. Young ladybugs (nymphs-1) live 
in groups on the egg shell. To become an adult insect, the nymphs of 5 instar-5 will 
experience a change in color and size. The body length of nymph-1 to nymph-5 is 
1.2 mm, respectively; 2.0 mm; 3.6 mm; 6.9 mm, and 10.2 mm. Young instar-4 lady-
bugs begin to spread to surrounding plants. In the morning, ladybugs usually stay on 
the upper leaf surface, but during the day will descend to the pods to feed and take 
shelter. Young and adult ladybugs damage the pods and seeds by poking their stylet on 
the pod shells and into the seeds and then sucking the seed juices. The damage caused 
by these green ladybugs causes a decrease in yield and seed quality. Host plants other 
than soybeans are rice, beans, Crotalaria, potatoes, sesame, maize, tobacco, chilies, 
and Tephrosia. According to Kalshoven [23], N. Viridula L. has a green color which 
is commonly called the green ladybug, lays the eggs in groups of 10–90 eggs on the 
leaves. Its life cycle from egg to adult is around 4–8 weeks, the total life cycle is around 
60–80 days. This pest has a host of legumes, maize, cotton, and rice.

According to Manurung et al. [38], the level of pod sucking pest N. viridula L. 
attack on soybeans was 51.66%. Bayu and Tengkano [39], the rate of yield loss due 
to pod sucking pest N. Viridula L. can reach 10.0–41.0%. Sari and Suharsono [40], 
the level of damage to soybean pods due to pod sucking pests of N. viridula L on 
Burangrang varieties was 32.50%, Kaba 31.50%, and Wilis 36.83%. According to 
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Rahman and Fattah [32], the level of pod damage caused by pod sucker N. viridula 
L was the highest in Burangrang variety (13.20%), followed by Gema (12.50%), 
Dering (10.50%), Argomulyo varieties. (9.40%), Detam-1 (9.0%), Grobogan 8.50% 
and Anjasmoro (7.70%).

5. The pod borer E. zinckenella T

The pod borer E. zinckenella is an important pest on soybeans. This is in accor-
dance with Sidabutar et al. [41], the pod borer E. zinckenella T. is one of the impor-
tant pests of soybean in Indonesia. The same thing was expressed by Apriyanto et 
al. [42], the pod borer is an important pest of soybeans. Furthermore, it was said 
that in addition to attacking soybean plants, E. zinckenella T. also attacked other 
legumes and could cause pod damage levels of up to 100% without the use of 
insecticides. According to Marwoto et al. [7], adult insects E. zinckenella T. lay eggs 
in groups of 4–15 eggs under leaves, flower petals or on pods. Eggs hatch 3–4 days 
after being laid, instar 1 and 2 bore the pod shells, bore the seeds and live in the 
seeds. Furthermore, it is said that the last instar larva has a size of 13–15 mm with 
a width of 2–3 mm. This last instar turns into a pupa 8–10 mm long and 2 mm wide 
which forms in the soil. The pupae will turn into moths after 9–15 days.

The level of damage to pods due to E. zinckenella T. pests was different for 
each soybean variety. This is evident from the results of research by Rahman and 
Fattah [32], the level of damage to soybean pods due to pod borer E. zinckenella 
T. attacks was the highest in Detam-1 (15.71%), then followed by Dering (14.5%), 
Kaba (11.30%, Burangrang (10.60%), Gema 10.0, Detam-2 (9.20%), Tidar (9.10%) 
Argomulyo 8.20%, Grobogan 7.10%, and Anjasmoro 6, 70%. According to Baliadi 
et al. [43] argued that female imago disinterest in laying eggs on host plants plays 
an important role in the resistance of soybean varieties to pod borer. Furthermore, 
it is said that trichomes have a negative effect on the number of eggs laid, but have 
a role important in the mechanism of resistance to pod borer. The average density 
of trichomes in pods of Wilis variety was 10 mm−1, lower than those in the IAC-
100 and IAC-80-596-2 lines, respectively 25 and 22 mm−1 so that the genotype it is 
more resistant than Wilis. Bayu et al. [44] suggest that wa genotypes IAC 100 and 
G100H had the lowest pod and sed attack rates and were categorized as resistant 
to E. zinckenella T. attack. Furthermore, it was said that this happened because the 
E. zinckenella T. imago did not like laying eggs in both genotypes because they had 
hard pod skin and dense trichomes. Furthermore, it is said that in addition to the 
two genotypes having non-preferential characteristics, it is also suspected that the 
two genotypes have secondary compounds which are not preferred by E. zinckenella 
T. imago as a place to lay eggs. According to Poniman et al. [20], the Argomulyo 
variety had the highest trichomes (24.75) compared to Demas (8.0), Dega-1 (15.50), 
Dena-1 (15.00), Dering 16.0) and Gema (21.50) so that Argomulyo has the lowest 
population of E. zinckenella T. pod borer larvae (8.0 larvae).

6. Pod-sucking pests R. linearis F

The R. linearis pest is an important pest in Indonesia. According to Marwoto [45], 
one of the important factors in soybean is R. linearis F. and can cause pod damage 
by about 15–20% when pods are formed and filled. Furthermore, Prayogo and 
Suharsono [18] suggested that the level of damage to the seeds was also influenced by 
the location and number of punctures in the seeds, while the attack of R. linearis F. in 
the pod formation phase caused the pods to dry and fall and in the pod growth phase 
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and seed development it caused pods and seeds to collapse later pods dry up and 
eventually fall off. Furthermore, Asadi [46], the loss of soybean seed due to R. linearis 
F. attack can reach 79% depending on the type of genotype or variety. Furthermore, 
it was said that the genotypes GM425 Si and TGM131–1-1-1B had the lowest R. 
linearis F. attack rates, respectively 11% and 14%, pods were attacked by 19% and 
20%, respectively, and seeds were attacked by 11% and 14%, respectively. The attack 
of pod pods on soybeans on farmers’ land is largely determined by the type of variety 
the farmer is growing. According to Sarjan and Sa’i [47], the attack rate of R. linearis 
F. pod suckers varied greatly from the lowest, namely Burangrang 17.69–22.35%, 
then followed by Anjasmoro 26.31–29.07%, Grobogan 31.92–37.88%, Argomulyo 
35.83–38.32%, Panderman 42.63–72.87%, Kaba 44.79–85.77%, and 54.89–86.87%. 
Furthermore, it was said that the low rate of pod sucker attack on Burangrang was 
one of the causes was the high length of pod trichomes in these varieties. The fol-
lowing is the length of the pod trichomes of each variety from highest to lowest 
Burangrang 1.54–1.59 mm2, Anjasmoro 1.26–1.29 mm2, Panderman 1.13–1.28 mm2, 
Argomulyo 1.20–1.24 mm2, Grobogan 1.20–1.26 mm2, Kaba 1.22–1.26 mm2, and 
Tanggamus 1.18–1.24 mm2 [47]. According to Sunarno [48], the IAC-100 variety had 
a higher number and length of trichomes 1.90 mm and 13.1 per mm2, respectively, 
having a lower number of stylet punctures per seed 5.48 and 6, respectively. 33 imago 
phases, while the MGL 2979 variety had a low length and number of trichomes, 
respectively 1.0 mm and 4.90 per mm2, having a higher number of stylet punctures 
per seed 12.62 nymph phases and 9.31 phases, respectively. Imago.

7. Conclusion

South Sulawesi Province is one of the centers for soybean development in 
Indonesia. Farmers develop new high yielding varieties such as Anjasmoro, 
Argomulyo, Grobogan, Dering, Gema, Deja-2, Dena-1 Dega-1, Detap-1, and 
Detam-1. The level of leaf damage caused by S. litura F and pod damage caused by 
N. viridula L. and E. zinckenella T. varies greatly depending on the level of resis-
tance of each variety. The level of leaf damage caused by S. litura F was the highest 
in Anjasmoro (10.94–32.69%) and the lowest was in the Grobogan variety (8.61–
24.81%). The level of pod damage due to the attack of N. viridula L. was the highest 
in the Burangrang variety (13.20%) and the lowest in Anjasmoro (7.70%). The level 
of pod damage caused by E. zinckenella T. was the highest in Detam-1 (15.71%) 
and the lowest in Anjasmoro (6.70%). The rate of yield loss due to S. litura F. was 
the highest in the Anjasmoro variety (8.97%) and the lowest was in Argomulyo 
(6.77%). The results of this paper are expected to be a reference or guideline for 
farmers in South Sulawesi in choosing superior soybean varieties for growing crops.

Acknowledgements

I thank all my fellow researchers at the South Sulawesi Agricultural Technology 
Research Center (BPTP) who have provided moral support so that the paper which 
is part of the book can be completed. In particular, I would like to thank Dr. Ir. Abdul 
Wahid, MS as the head of the South Sulawesi Agricultural Technology Research 
Center, who has provided assistance in the form of morals and in the form of finance.

Conflict of interest

All authors claim to have no conflicts of interest.



13

Symptoms of Damage to Soybean Varieties Due to Major Pest Attacks in South Sulawesi, Indonesia
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.101263

Author details

Abdul Fattah*, Idaryani Djamaluddin, Asriyanti Ilyas, Muslimin Muslimin, 
Andi Nurhayu and dan Muhammad Yasin
Assessment Institute for Agricultural Technology of South Sulawesi, Makassar, 
Indonesia

*Address all correspondence to: abdulfattah911@ymail.com

© 2021 The Author(s). Licensee IntechOpen. This chapter is distributed under the terms 
of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by/3.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided the original work is properly cited. 



14

Legumes Research - Volume 1

[1] Marwoto A, Inayati. Whitefly pests. 
Food Crop Science. 2011;16(1):87-98

[2] Suhartina, Purwantoro, Taufiq A, 
Nugrahaeni N. IAARD: Agricultural 
Research and Development Report. 
Ministry of Agriculture. 2015. 39 p

[3] Oerke EC. Crop losses to pests. 
Journal of Agricultural Science. 
2006;144:31-43

[4] Panizzi AR, Ferreira BSC. Dynamics 
in the insect fauna adaptation to soybean 
in tropics. Trends in Entomology. 
1997;1:71-88

[5] Ahirwar KC, Marabi RS, 
Bhowmick AK, Das SB. Evaluation of 
microbial pesticides against major 
foliage feeders on soybean [Glycine max 
(L.)]. Jbiopest. 2013;6(2):144-148

[6] Hendrival, Latifah R, Hayu. 
Development of S. litura F. 
(Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) on soybeans. 
Floatek Journal. 2013;8:88-100

[7] Marwoto, Hardaningsih S, Taufiq A. 
Pests, Diseases, and Nutrient Problems 
in Soybean Plants. Bogor, Indonesia: 
Center for Food Crops Research and 
Development. Agricultural Research 
and Development Agency; 2014 p. 77

[8] Choudhary AK, Shrivastava SK. 
Efficacy and economics of some neem 
based products against tobacco caterpillar, 
S. Litura F. on soybean in Madhya 
Pradesh, India. International Journal of 
Agricultural Science. 2007;2:15-17

[9] Patil RA, Mehta DM, Jat BL. Studies 
on life fecundity tables of S. Litura 
fabricius on tobacco nicotiana tabacum 
Linnaeus. Entomology, Ornithology & 
Herpetology: Current Research. 2014;3:5

[10] Ghumare SS, Mukherjee N. 
Performance of S. litura F. on 
differensplants: Influence of nitrogen 

and total phenolies of plants and 
mid-gut esterase activity of the insect. 
Indian Journal of Experimental Biology. 
2003;41:895-899

[11] Biswas OC. Insect pests of soybean 
(Glycine max L.), their Nature of 
damage and succession with the crop 
stages. Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bangladesh, Science. 2013;39(1):1-8

[12] Cristin ROB, Bueno AF, Parrad JRP. 
Campob: Lepidopteran larva 
consumption of soybean foliage: basis for 
developing multiple-species economic 
thresholds for pests management 
decisions. Research Article. Published 
online in Wiley Online Library. 2010:1-7

[13] Rao MS, Rao CA, Venilla S, 
Manimanjari D, Maheswari M, 
Venkateswarker B. Estimation of 
number of generations of S. litura F. on 
peanut in India during near and distant 
future climate change scenarios. 
Scientific Research and Essays, 
Academic Journal. 2014;9(7):195-203

[14] Shilpa C, Remia KM. Bio-efficacy of 
microbial, chemical and conventional 
treatments against S. litura F. infesting 
gerbera plants. Research Article Memes-
Interdisciplinary Science Journal. 
2017;1(1):56-67

[15] Santi MYB, Krisnawati A. Differences 
in growth and development of caterpillars 
(S. litura) on five host plants. Nusantara 
Bioscience. 2016;8:161-168

[16] Adie MM, Krisnawati A, 
Mufidah AZ. Degree of resistance to 
soybean genotypes against armyworm 
pests. In: National Seminar on the 
Results of Research on Assorted Nuts 
and Tubers. Increasing Competitiveness 
and Implementation of Commodity 
Development of Nuts and Tubers 
Supporting the Achievement of Four 
Successes of Agricultural Development. 
Puslitbangtan: IAARD; 2012. pp. 29-36

References



15

Symptoms of Damage to Soybean Varieties Due to Major Pest Attacks in South Sulawesi, Indonesia
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.101263

[17] Marwoto S. Strategies and 
components of grayak control 
technology (S.litura Fabricius). Journal 
of Agricultural Research Plant Food. 
2008;27(4):131-136

[18] Prayogo S. Optimizing the control of 
soybean pod suckers (R. linearis F.) with 
the entomopathogenic fungus Verticillium 
lecanii. Journal of Agricultural Research. 
2005;24(4):123-130

[19] Harnowo D. Description of Soybean 
Varieties: Research Institute for Nuts 
and Tubers. Malang, Indonesia: 
Agricultural Research and Development 
Agency, Ministry of Agriculture; 2013. 
pp. 1-79

[20] Poniman S, Sunardi T, Pujiwati H. 
Pod borer attack on six soybean varieties 
and their effects on JIPI yield. 
Indonesian Journal of Agricultural 
Sciences. 2020;22(1):38-44. DOI: 
10.31186/jipi.22.1.38-44

[21] Fattah A, Idaryani, Rahman A. 
Report on the Results of An Assessment 
of Soybean Technology. Makassar, 
Indonesia: South Sulawesi Agricultural 
Technology Research Center; 2016 p. 19

[22] Fattah A, Rahman A, Idaryani. 
Report on the results of an assessment 
of soybean technology in South 
Sulawesi. South Sulawesi Agricultural 
Technology Research Center. 2017 p. 23

[23] Kalshoven: Nezara viridula. 
Hemipthera. The pests of crops in 
Indonesia. 1981:89-128

[24] Schreiner I. Cluster caterpillar  
(S. litura (Fabricius)). Depelopment in 
American Pacific (ADAP). Agricultural 
Pests of the Pacific. ADAP 2000-3. ISBN 
1-931435-06-05., 2000: 1 p

[25] Fattah A, Ilyas A. Life Cycle of Grayak 
Caterpillars (S. litura, F) and Attack Rate 
on Several Superior Varieties of Soybean 
in South Sulawesi. Proceedings of the 
National Seminar on Agricultural 
Technology Innovation in Banjarbaru. 

Bogor: Center for the Assessment and 
Development of Agricultural Technology. 
20 July 2016:834-842

[26] Ahmad M, Gaffar A, Rafig M. Host 
plants of leaf worm, S. litura (Fabricius) 
(Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) in Pakistan. 
Asian Journal of Agriculture and 
Biology. 2013;1(1):23-28

[27] Kranz J, Schemuttere H, Koch W.  
S. litura F. Diseases, Pests, and Weeds in 
Tropical Crops. Great Britain. 
Chichester, New York – Brisbane – 
Toronto: John Wiley and Sons Ltd.; 1978. 
pp. 503-505

[28] Zheng XL, Cong XP, Wang XP, 
Lei CL. Pupation behavior, depth, and 
site of S. exigua. Bulletin of Insectology. 
2011:209-214 ISSN 1721-8861

[29] Javar S, Sajap AS, Mohamed R, 
Hong LW. Suitability of Centella 
Asiatica (Pegaga) as a food source for 
rearing S. litura (F) (Lepidoptera: 
Noctuidae) under Laboratory 
conditions. Journal of Plant Protection 
Research. 2013;l53(2):185-189. 
DOI: 10.2478/jppr-2013-0028

[30] Shahout HA, Xu JX, Yao XM, 
Jia QD. Influence and mechanism of 
different host plants on the growth, 
depelopment and, fecundity of 
reproductive system of common 
cutworm S. litura (Fabricius) 
(Lepidoptera: Noctuidae). Asian Journal 
of Agricultural Sciens. 2011;3(4): 
291-300

[31] Fattah A, Hamka. The level of main 
pest attack of Tr., Sucker R. linear (L) and 
ulama ulama S. litura F. in South Sulawesi. 
In: Proceedings of the National Seminar 
on Location-Specific Agricultural 
Technology Innovations. Book I. Malang, 
Indonesia: Agricultural Research and 
Development Agency; 2012. pp. 436-440

[32] Rahman A, Fattah. Potential some 
best practices are second only to the 
second in South Sulawesi. In: 
Proceedings of the National Seminar on 



Legumes Research - Volume 1

16

Peanut and Tuber Crops Research in 
2013. Agricultural Research and 
Development Agency; 2014. pp. 43-48

[33] Fattah A, Sjam S, Daud ID, Dewi VS. 
The relationship of the population 
density of larvae S. litura F. with the leaf 
damage and decrease of seed yield for 
soybean, Indonesia. Journal of 
Agricultural Science and Technology A. 
2018;8:212-219. DOI: 10.17265/ 
2161-6256/2018.04.004

[34] Fattah AS, Sjam ID, Daud VS. Dewi: 
The type caterpillar of Lepidoptera ordo 
and control techniques by farmers for 
soybean in South Sulawesi. Scientific 
Research Journal (SCIRJ). 2018;6(5):1-6

[35] Fattah A. Determination of the 
Economic Threshold (ET) for S. litura F. 
armyworm Pests in Several Soybean 
Varieties in South Sulawesi. Dissertation. 
Makassar: Postgraduate School, 
Hasanuddin University; 2018 p. 111

[36] Fattah A, Sjam S, Daud ID, 
Dewi VS, Ilyas A. Impact of armyworm 
S. litura F. (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) 
attack: Damage and loss of yield of three 
soybean varieties in South Sulawesi, 
Indonesia. Journal of Crop Protection. 
2020;9(3):483-495

[37] Marwoto S, Hardaningsih A. Taufik: 
Green Ladybug N. viridula L. Soybean 
Pests and Diseases. Food Crops Research 
and Development Center. Bogor, 
Indonesia: Agricultural Research and 
Development Agency; 2017. p. 63

[38] Manurung DSL, Lahmuddin M. 
Potential attacks of green ladybugs 
Nezara viridula L. (Hemiptera: 
Pentatomidae) and brown ladybugs  
R. linearis L. (Hemiptera: Alydidae) on 
soybean plants in Kassa's house. Journal 
of Agroecotechnology. 2016;4(3): 
2003-2007

[39] Bayu MSYI, Tantawizal Y. Prayogo: 
Level of pod borer attack on armyworm 
S. litura F. tolerant soybean genotypes. 
Proceedings of the Seminar on the 

Results of Research on Assorted Nuts 
and Tubers. Bogor: Center for Food 
Crops Research and Development. 2016. 
pp. 310-315

[40] Sari KP. Suharsono: Status of pod 
sucker pests in soybeans, area of 
distribution and methods of control. 
Palawija Bulletin. 2011;22:79-85

[41] Sidabutar V, Marheni L, Lubis. 
Insect diversity index in vegetative and 
generative phases of soybean (Glycine 
max Merill) in the field. Journal of 
Agroecotechnology. 2017;5(2):474-483

[42] Apriyanto D, Yoga OH, Mulyadi A. 
Appearance of the soybean pod borer, E. 
zinckenella T. (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae), 
and host selection in soybeans and 
peanuts. Journal of Agrosia Deed. 
2009;12(1):62-67

[43] Baliadi Y, Tengkano W, Marwoto. 
The soybean pod borer, E. zinckenella T. 
(Lepidoptera: Pyralidae), and its control 
strategy in Indonesia. Agricultural 
Research and Development Journal. 
2008;27(4):113-123

[44] Bayu MSYI, Tengkano W. Endemic 
to the pale green ladybug, Piezodorus 
hybneri Gmelin (Hemiptera: 
Pentatomidae) and its control. Palawija 
Bulletin. 2015;28:73-83

[45] Marwoto. Status of soybean pod 
sucker R. linearis F. and how to control 
it. Buletin Palawija. 2006;12:69-74

[46] Asadi. Identification of the 
resistance of soybean genetic resources 
to pod-sucking pests. Germplasm 
Bulletin. 2009;15(1):27-31

[47] Sarjan M, Sab’i S. Journal of 
Suboptimal Lands. 2014;3(2):168-180 
ww.jlsuboptimal.unsri.ac.id

[48] Sunarno. Effect of trichome 
morphology on soybean pods as a plant 
defense system against pod-sucking 
pests (R. linearis F.). UNIERA. 
2017;6(1):51-58


