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Abstract

A series of styrene-butadiene (SB) elastomer/thermoplastic starch (TPS)/ethylene vinyl
alcohol copolymer (EVOH) composites were modified including chicken feathers in its
formulation, which have the main component keratin. The composites were prepared
by means of melt blending, and their chemical interactions were evaluated by means of
infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), and their thermal properties as Tg values were investigated
using differential scanning calorimetry (DSC), thermal stability using thermogravimetric
analysis (TGA), and viscoelastic properties with dynamic mechanical analysis (DMA).
The styrene content in SB was changed in 3 levels, and chicken feather content also
changed in 3 levels. It was identified that Tg value in composites decreases that is attrib-
uted to the styrene content in elastomer and that the chicken feather improved the stor-
age modulus of composite. The thermal stability of composites also was affected by the
presence of chicken feathers due its good thermal properties.

Keywords: styrene-butadiene copolymer (SBR), EVOH, thermoplastic starch (TPS),
chicken feather (CF), thermal behavior

1. Introduction

The poor disposition of solid wastes from natural resources that adversely affect the environ-
ment has developed interest related to the development of biodegradable polymers to obtain
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improved composites, not only for environmental reasons but also for their properties and
sustainability [1-3]. A valuable alternative with enormous potential is to manufacture compos-
ite materials using chicken feather (CF). Keratin is the main component of CF that has extraor-
dinary properties of thermal and mechanical resistance, is also light and confers acoustic
insulation, and is a light material with high mechanical and thermal resistance, and for some
decades, it was the focus of attention to be used as a raw material in combination with different
plastics products [4-12]. The CF that generates the poultry industry as solid waste represents
more than five million tons per year. Recently, the literature points the keratin of CF as a mate-
rial with low cost by its abundance in the nature and that can take advantage of the waste of
the birds, which confers a status of material recycled environment friendly [10]. According to
previous works, keratin can be used in conjunction with other biomaterials in medical applica-
tions suggesting affinity with cells and tissues, also in combination with other biopolymers as
chitosan [13]. In addition, chicken feather keratin is a renewable and low-cost material [14-20]
and is compatible with biodegradable polymers as chitosan-starch [21], cellulose, wool [4],
including thermoplastic starch (TPS) [14-20] and ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer (EVOH),
which provides greater ductility and improves the elasticity of TPS. In nature, natural fibers
are obtained with good physicochemical properties such as keratin, which is extracted from
nature and can also be found in nails, wool, claws, horns, and feathers [8, 22]. Research has
focused in conjunction with manufacturers in finding new directions for the application of
keratin in polymer blends which have not been well known to the present. According to Cheng
et al. [23], the feasibility of using the fiber of chicken feathers in compounds with polylactic
acid (PLA) has been studied in terms of its mechanical and thermal properties. To test the
mechanical and physical properties of the panels, Winandy et al. [8] have materialized a series
of medium-density fiber panels containing several different blends of wood fiber and chicken
feather fiber (CFF). Figure 1 shows the constituents of a chicken feather.

Barone and Schmidt [24] reported the use of feather keratin fiber as a short fiber reinforce-
ment in low-density polyethylene composites. Research has been reported on high-density
polyethylene-based compounds using keratin from chicken feathers. Taking into account the
hydrophilic properties of keratin, its potential application in the manufacture of fibers with
improved sorption characteristics is seen, being useful for the production of textile material
that focuses on sanitary and medical applications.

In previous works [3], chicken feather keratin fibers were used as reinforcement in the
poly(methylmethacrylate) (PMMA) matrix. The composites were evaluated by thermal and
dynamic-mechanical analysis. The high-temperature stability and thermal transition of the
keratin/PMMA base compound were found to be higher than that of virgin PMMA.

Villarreal-Lucio et al. [25] prepared composites from chicken feathers and polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) finding that composites CE-PVC represent an opportunity to obtain materials with
improved properties such as thermal stability and dynamic-mechanic properties, but with a
low interfacial addition between PVC and CF. Starch is a biopolymer obtained from renewable
plants such potato, maize, wheat, and others sources. The main components are amylose and
amylopectin, the first one is a linear polysaccharide and second one has a branched structure.
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Figure 1. Constituents of a chicken feather.

It is a cheap material compared with synthetic polymers in packing applications. The TPS
refers to granule starch, which has been destructurized, forming a mixture of its polymer
constituents and various proteins, lipids, and smaller molecules that are also contained in
the starch granule. With the aim to improve its processability and mechanical properties and
moisture resistance, starch is blended by extrusion with other polymers, using plasticizers
as glycerin and water. In this way, it is possible to obtain a material with desired physical
properties [26]. The transformation of native starch to thermoplastic starch (TPS) by extrusion
results in the loss of the natural chain structure. That is, processing in the presence of heat
and water causes the starch granules to gel or break, progressively destroying crystallinity
[26]. Starch has been used as a thermoplastic material because it is a renewable, biodegrad-
able, and very low-cost resource [21]; the most effective plasticizer for starch-based materials
is glycerol, water, sorbitol, and urea [26]. To improve the properties of thermoplastic starch
(TPS) because it is not a good choice because of its poor mechanical properties and because of
its susceptibility to moisture, the structure of the starch has been modified, mixed with other
polymers (biodegradable and/or synthetic), and a better interfacial adhesion is obtained with
compatibilizers. Figure 2 shows the process of gelatinization and plasticization for starch [27].

One of the thermoplastic materials compatible with TPS is EVOH, which is widely used in the
food packaging industry. It is a biodegradable polymer and considered a good compatibil-
izer that when added to a mixture of immiscible materials during the extrusion modifies the
interfacial properties and stabilizes the mixture. It is known that EVOH provides it a better
ductility and improves the elasticity of TPS [26]. Several researches have been carried out with
TPS-EVOH composites reinforced with natural biopolymers, and among others are coir, cel-
lulose fibers [15, 16], and hydroxyapatite [17-19], but there are no reports where CF is used
as a reinforcer in TPS/EVOH composites. Several studies have been carried out on the com-
posite materials using SB elastomers and keratin from the CF, which has allowed knowing
about the influence of the different variables on the thermal and mechanical behavior, as well
as the various valid tools for the observation of variations [2, 9, 20, 28-30]. With respect to
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Figure 2. Gelatinization and plasticization of starch.

the above, several important aspects are listed namely dynamic-mechanical behavior, hydro-
philic, acoustic, and thermal stability properties of keratin, and its study per se represents a
vast field of scientific exploration. In the other hand, the use of elastomers in combination with
other materials as compound has been reported, trying to improve ductility and oxygen bar-
rier of elastomers [31-33]. Among the elastomers, the styrene-butadiene (SB) copolymers are
the most valuables due to the wide application areas as adhesives, asphalt modifiers, sealants,
shoe soles, impact modifiers, and also can be compounded to produce materials that enhance
grip, feel, and appearance in applications such as tires, automotive parts, and packing [34, 35].
SB copolymers are considered a thermoplastic material, whose elastic behavior' and thermo-
plastic behavior? are combined at same time. The combination of good mechanical properties
and processability makes the SB copolymers an interesting kind of materials. It is essential
that hard (styrene block) and soft (butadiene) segments are immiscible on a microscopic scale.
One important variable is SB copolymer properties, the styrene content, which gives a plastic
characteristic to copolymer with high styrene content, and elastomer behaves as a vulcanized
elastomer at low styrene content. Because of its good processability behavior, thermal, and
mechanical properties, SB copolymers have been widely used in composite materials, trying

"Property to change and recover the shape when a force has applied and then removed.
*The property to become viscous and free-flowing liquid when heated and resolidified when cooled to room temperature.
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Material Elastomer (g) TPS-EVOH (g) Chicken feathers (g)
SB1-45/TPS-EVOH/CF 45 12 3
SB1-50/TPS-EVOH/CF 50 8 2
SB1-55/TPS-EVOH/CF 55 4 1
SB2-45/TPS-EVOH/CF 45 12 3
SB2-50/TPS-EVOH/CF 50 8 2
SB2-55/TPS-EVOH/CF 55 4 1
SB3-45/TPS-EVOH/CF 45 12 3
SB3-50/TPS-EVOH/CF 50 8 2
SB3-55/TPS-EVOH/CF 55 4 1

SB1-elastomer with 45% styrene content, SB2-elastomer with 32% styrene content, SB3-elastomer with 25% styrene
content, TPS-EVOH with 75% TPS content.

Table 1. Identification codes for prepared composites.

to take advantage of its properties to obtain materials with a higher performance than conven-
tional ones. In this work, three SB elastomers with different styrene contents were combined
with a TPS-EVOH blend, and additional to that, CF was added to obtain a composite that pres-
ents enhanced properties. The effect of styrene content in SB elastomer was studied. Table 1
shows the identification codes for prepared composites. By means of infrared spectroscopy
(FTIR), the possible chemical reactions between components in composite were evaluated, and
thermal properties were evaluated by means differential scanning calorimetry (DSC), dynamic
mechanical analysis (DMA), and thermogravimetric analysis (TGA).

2. Experimental

2.1. Materials

Chicken feather (CF) was obtained from a local slaughterhouse in Altamira city, México, and
three types of styrene-butadiene (5B) used were SB1 45% styrene content, SB2 32% styrene
content, and SB3 25% styrene content, provided by Dynasol Elastomers S.A. de C.V. Chicken
feathers (CFs) were cleaned with several washes, first with distilled water and then with
acetone and finally with ethanol; after that CFs were dried at room temperature to be clean,
sanitized, and odor free, and then proceeded to remove the barbules from quill, that was cut
it into small pieces [1, 25]. A twin screw extruder ZSK30 with nine heating zones was used
to obtain the mixtures of TPS-EVOH. The EVOH melted at 200°C was fed in zone 5 using the
single-screw extruder Killion KTS-100 at full speed. The mixing of EVOH with TPS started
from zone 5 to zone 8. In the pumping zone 9, the pressure of the extrudate was increased.
The screw speed for all blends was 150 rpm. Mixtures were prepared with 75% TPS propor-
tion [36]. Figure 3 shows the configuration of double screw extruder to obtain the blends with
EVOH.
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Figure 3. Configuration of double screw extruder with nine heating zones, to obtain TPS-EVOH mixtures using a single
screw extruder to melt at 200°C the EVOH.

2.2. Preparation elastomer/TPS-EVOH/keratin composite

The elastomer/TPS-EVOH/keratin composites were prepared by melting the mix using a plas-
ticorder/Brabender PL2000 torque rheometer, establishing the optimum conditions at 185°C
with 20 min of mixing, using roller blades at 100 rpm speed. Then, the materials were com-
pressed in a Dake press with 10 tons during 20 min, using appropriate molds. Table 1 shows
the codes used for identification of composites.

2.3. Composites characterization
2.3.1. Infrared spectroscopy (FTIR)

The infrared spectroscopy technique was used to identify functional groups of materials, and
for that purpose, equipment Perkin Elmer Spectrum One model was used, with attenuated
total reflectance (ATR) technique with ZnSe plates in a range of 4000-600 cm™ with 12 scans.

2.3.2. Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC)

The differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) was used to determine the thermal transitions of
the composites, using Perkin Elmer DSC8000 equipment. The employed method first consists of
heating cycle from 30 to 200°C at 10°C/min, then a cooling cycle from 200°C up to —100°C, and the
sample was kept for 5 min at this temperature and a second heating ramp from -100 to 200°C was
carried out, with heating rate of 10°C/min, taking the second heating for analysis. The sample
amount used was 10 + 2 mg, in an inert atmosphere of nitrogen, with a flow rate of 20 mL/min.
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2.3.3. Dynamic mechanical analysis (DMA)

The dynamic mechanical analysis was carried out in a DMA-Q800 TA-Instrument, with a
double cantilever clamp, and sample dimensions were 30 x 12 x 3 mm in a rectangular shape
(length, wide, thickness). Analysis were carried out in multifrequency mode with temperature
range from —-100 to 200°C, with a heating rate 5°C min™, 1 Hz frequency, and amplitude 2 um.

2.3.4. Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA)

The thermogravimetric analysis was carried out in an SDT (DSC-TGA) Q600 TA Instrument
equipment under an N, atmosphere with 100 mL/min flow, in a temperature range from 40 to
600°C with 10°C/min rate, using 10 + 2 mg sample.

3. Results

3.1. Infrared spectroscopy of elastomer/TPS-EVOH/keratin composite

Figure 4 shows the IR spectra for SB3, TPS-EVOH, CF, and SB3/TPS-EVOH/CF composites
from 4000 to 600 cm™. It is possible to identify some of the functional groups in the blends of
the elastomers with TPS-EVOH and CF. The SB3 signals at 3000 and 3100 cm™ are associated
with unsaturated carbons; meanwhile, at 2900 and 2850 cm™, the signals are related to the

%T

—SB3

— TPS-EVOH

= Chicken Feather (CF)
SB3-45/TPS-EVOH/CF

— SB3-50/TPS-EVOH/CF

———SB3-55/TPS-EVOH/CF

3600 3100 2600 2100 1600 1100 600

Wavenumber (cm-1)

Figure 4. FTIR spectra of SB3, TPS-EVOH, CF, and SB3/TPS-EVOH/CF composite.
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stretching of methyl and methylene groups; besides, the region of the aromatic ring is visible
from 2000 to 1850 cm™ [35]. The CF signals at 3300 cm™ correspond to the ordered regions of
NH group of amides A a-helix conformation, at 2950 cm™ is related to the asymmetry vibra-
tion of CH group of methyl, and the band at 1710 cm™ is matched to the vibration of amides
I of B-sheet conformation, for C=0O group of amides I a-helix at 1650 cm™ and at 700 cm™
attributed to the vibration of C—S group. The main groups assigned at 1650 and 1550 cm™
peaks from the chicken feather keratin are amide I and amide II bands, respectively. The
peaks at 1500, 1450, and 1250 cm™ are attributed to a plane bending of NH group that cor-
responds to B-sheet conformation, the bending of —CH, group, and CN group of amides III,
respectively [37]. The glycerol absorption peaks are at 1109, 1042 and 994 cm™. The signals at
3330 cm™ correspond to hydroxyl stretching of EVOH and are evident by the high amount of
hydroxyl groups in the chemical structure [38]. The vibrations at 1150, 1100 and 1050 cm™ are
assigned to vibrations of C—C group, a peak around 700 cm™ is attributed to vibration of C—5
group, and finally, vibrations at 970, 910, 760, and 690 cm™ show the evidence of unsaturated
aromatic carbon deformations [24, 39, 40]. Composites SB/TPS-EVOH/CF show typically the
same signals, and the variations are attributed to elastomer content, and it is not possible to
identify any evidence of a chemical reaction between materials.

3.2. Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC)

Table 2 presents DSC results for elastomers, CF and for composites. It was observed that CF
showed two transitions, one around 140°C and the second one around 260°C, attributed to
the crystalline melting temperature of keratin, the main component of CF, corresponding with

Material Transition (°C)

Chicken feather (CF) 140 263
SB1 -40

SB1-45/TPS-EVOH/CF -82 58 162
SB1-50/TPS-EVOH/CF -85 48 169
SB1-55/TPS-EVOH/CF -92 6 175
SB2 -33

SB2-45/TPS-EVOH/CF -88 48 158
SB2-50/TPS-EVOH/CF -89 39 164
SB2-55/TPS-EVOH/CF -95 31 182
SB3 -63

SB3-45/TPS-EVOH/CF -83 131 165
SB3-50/TPS-EVOH/CF -85 28 159
SB3-55/TPS-EVOH/CF -90 -4 151

Table 2. Transition value for SB/TPS-EVOH/CF composites obtained by DSC.
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previous reports [8]. Other reports indicate that CF did not show any melting peak [18], and
also there are reports that around 300°C the disulfide bonds and denaturation of helix structure
of keratin occurs [21]. Other reports [9] are known that Tg value of keratin is affected by water
concentration and the content of alpha and beta keratin. The SB elastomers only show a Tg
value which depends on the styrene content varying from —40°C for elastomer with higher sty-
rene content, and -63°C for elastomer with lower styrene content. These results are according
with soft and hard segments of copolymer [41]. The SB-TPS/EVOH/CF composites show two
Tg values, one at low temperatures (around —90°C), the second one depends on styrene content
in elastomer, 48°C for higher styrene content in elastomer and 28°C for lower styrene content,
which is indicative that there is an effect of hard segments of styrene in composite structure, due
to the concentration of keratin was constant. Another interesting point is that lower Tg value
(attributed to butadiene segments in elastomer) also changed in SB/TPS-EVOH/CF compos-
ite moving at a temperature around —94 to —85°C, indicative that soft segments in composites
are affected. These results indicate that the softness of materials is improved and the molecu-
lar level, produced by polypeptide chains of keratin with elastomer structure. A third transi-
tion was identified in SB/TPS-EVOH/CF composites around 160°C, which is not been reported
before, however as was discussed before, can be attributed to keratin and the diminish is due the
water content, in this case OH groups from TPS and EVOH which effects on keratin structure
providing to material a soft characteristic.

Janowska et al. [9] reports that DSC technique cannot be a good option to evaluate Tg due to their
considerable thermal effect caused by evaporation of physically combined materials, in this case TPS
and EVOH, which can mask the results due to a considerable effect of water content. Nevertheless,
it can be possible to identify an effect of styrene content in an elastomer over Tg of composites.

3.3. Dynamic mechanical analysis (DMA)

DMA is a useful technique to determine the viscoelastic properties of composite materials
related to primary relaxations and other parameters. Dynamic mechanical properties are used
for detection of damping peaks, elastic, and loss modulus changes with temperature [26].
Dynamic mechanical analysis (DMA) for TPS and blends is a useful tool to evaluate the phase
separation relaxations and viscoelastic properties [42]. DMA can find a low-temperature peak
around —40°C attributed to the secondary relaxation of starch and corresponds to the secondary
transition of glycerol-rich domains, whereas a higher temperature peak is due to the primary
transition of amylopectin-rich domain [42]. DMA was performed to evaluate the effect of elas-
tomer type on an SB/TPS-EVOH/CF composite. Figure 5 shows the storage modulus (E) versus
temperature for SB1, TPS-EVOH, and SB1/TPS-EVOH/CF composites. The dynamic mechani-
cal properties of TPS blends have been studied, TPS can form immiscible blends due to the
high interfacial tension of polar and nonpolar segments of components. TPS-EVOH shows two
relaxations around —40°C and 35°C, attributed to both components TPS and EVOH, which are
partially miscible (see tan 0 curve for TPS in Figure 6). High concentrations of plasticizer cause
a heterogeneous system, resulting from glycerol and starch domains in compounds [43, 44].
According to results, for the composite SB1-45/TPS-EVOH/CF (Figure 5) the storage modulus
has a good thermomechanical behavior compared to the compound with the highest content of
SB (SB1-55/TPS-EVOH/CF), where the pure SB1 elastomer has a acceptable thermomechanical
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Figure 5. Storage modulus curve from DMA for SB1/TPS-EVOH/CF composites.
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Figure 6. Tan d curve from DMA for SB1/TPS-EVOH/CF composites.

behavior, but even so below the blend TPS-EVOH. In general, the same behavior was observed
in the composites prepared with SB2 and SB3 elastomers. The modulus of TPS composites is
typically higher than synthetic thermoplastics, indicating that inclusion of elastomer to TPS-
EVOH has no reinforcement in matrix, due to the complexity of structure of the obtained
material. Previous works are contradictory about the increasing and diminishing of storage
modulus value about the reinforcement when particles are added to a polymer matrix [25].
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Comparing TPS-EVOH/CF composites with SB1, SB2, and SB3, the storage modulus decreases,
which has lower styrene content in elastomer; this behavior can be attributed to a steric hin-
drance of hard segments of styrene present in elastomer (Figure 4). The behavior might be due
to free movement in the polymer chain at high temperatures and have some agreement with
the results of DSC analysis (see Table 2).

The keratin addition has a significant effect on SB/TPS-EVOH/CF composites, increasing the
initial value of storage modulus with respect to pure SB copolymer, causing a significant
reinforcement effect in the rubber plateau region [31, 42]. A good interaction of particle aggre-
gates in a polymer matrix can reflect in decreasing storage modulus when they reach the pla-
teau region, also indicating that composites have better high-temperature stability, as can be
observed for composite with lower elastomer content in composite (In general, SB1, SB2, and
SB3/TPS-EVOH/CF composites present the similar behavior.) The Tg values of composites
using tan d (Figure 6) signal are, however, not affected by the CF inclusion due to the aggre-
gate size and limited surface area [45]. The tan 0 (Figure 6) is an useful tool to identify the
interaction existing between the polymeric matrix (including the TPS-EVOH) and the keratin
as reinforcement, in which a strong bond is reflected in a low tan 0 value, although in this
case, it has been used as an elastomeric matrix, which have higher tan ¢ values. It is observed
that Tg value in the SB/TPS-EVOH/CF compounds is affected significantly with the CF addi-
tion and with the TPS-EVOH presence, and this is could be related to the result from tan
O curve. Nevertheless, the SB1/TPS-EVOH/CF composite, at -94°C, has the higher Tg value
compared to the SB2/TPS-EVOH/CF and SB3/TPS-EVOH/CF composites. This same behavior
has been reported before, in reference to no significant changes in Tg values by the effect of
addition of CF as a reinforcement in the polymeric matrix [24, 32]. Jong [45] reports that for
elastomer-protein composites, in the rubber plateau region, there is a very significant increase
in the equilibrium storage modulus of composites of elastomers reinforced with proteins,
and a better recovery behavior after eight cycles of dynamic strain, which indicates a stronger
filler-rubber interaction. It was also found that the presence of aggregates causes an improve-
ment in the effect of filler interaction with the matrix.

3.4. Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA)

The thermogravimetric analysis is used to predict the thermal stability of materials. When
a reinforcement is added to a polymer matrix, it is necessary to identify the filler effect.
For TPS, it has been reported that present thermal degradation due to loss of water below
140°C, around 200°C attributed to evaporation of water and glycerol and around 330°C
from carbonization of starch [26, 38]. In the other hand, keratin decomposition has been
reported before, presenting three steps, first around 210°C due to the protein denaturation,
second one around 360°C resulting in a total destruction of protein, and third around
510°C for complete protein decomposition [2]. This is indicative that keratin is resistant to
the action of elevated temperature. Other reports [1] found that CF lost moisture around
30 and 116°C, and temperature between 214 and 410°C presents the main decomposi-
tion stage with approximately 65% loss weight associated with breaking off the disulfide
bonds in keratin structure, and the denaturation of the beta-protein structure as well as
C—C bond degradation in the polymer backbone. Figure 7 shows the TGA thermogram
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Figure 7. TGA thermograms for SB3, TPS-EVOH, CF, and SB3/TPS-EVOH/CF composite.

Loss weight (%) at temperature (°C)

Material 200 250 300 350 400 450 500
Chicken feather 89.7 83.8 65.3 38.6 29.7 253 23.0
TPS-EVOH 81.5 76.3 69.6 49.8 28.4 8.7 3.9
SB1 99.5 99.2 98.9 97.9 87.5 36.4 0.7
SB1-45/TPS-EVOH/CF 97.3 95.6 92.6 86.0 74.8 33.5 27
SB1-50/TPS-EVOH/CF 97.8 96.7 94.7 90.3 78.9 33.8 0.1
SB1-55/TPS-EVOH/CF 98.5 97.7 96.4 93.5 82.5 34.8 0.7
SB2 99.4 99.0 98.7 97.7 90.0 50.0 4.6
SB2-45/TPS-EVOH/CF 97.4 96.0 93.1 87.0 77.5 43.3 4.1
SB2-50/TPS-EVOH/CF 97.3 95.8 93.7 89.6 81.2 45.2 1.5
SB2-55/TPS-EVOH/CF 98.9 98.0 96.6 94.2 85.5 46.7 0.8
SB3 99.7 99.4 99.2 98.5 90.2 49.0 0.1
SB3-45/TPS-EVOH/CF 96.6 94.8 91.6 85.0 73.5 37.6 0.9
SB3-50/TPS-EVOH/CF 97.7 96.4 94.0 89.3 77 4 41.6 1.2
SB3-55/TPS-EVOH/CF 98.7 97.8 96.1 93.2 82.9 45.0 1.7

Table 3. Thermal data of loss weight for SB/TPS-EVOH/CF composites at different temperatures.
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for SB3, CF, TPS-EVOH, and SB3/TPS-EVOH/CF composites with different SB3 contents.
It can be observed that TPS-EVOH has three degradation steps, at around 130, 250, and
350°C, which are similar to reports of TPS thermal degradation [38]. CF has a similar
behavior reported before as was discussed previously [1, 2]. Composite SB3/TPS-EVOH/
CF has a similar behavior to that of SB3, so inclusion of elastomer improves the thermal
degradation of TPS/EVOH/CEF, due to the elastomer that has higher decomposition tem-
peratures. A combinatorial effect of elastomer and CF can be present in the composites, as
some reports found that keratin miscibility with polymer matrices increases the decom-
position temperature in composites [25], in this work the content of CF was kept constant
and the effect could be evaluated individually in thermal decomposition.

The composites with SB1 and SB2 have similar behavior compared with SB3 elastomer. Table 3
shows the thermal data for SB/TPS-EVOH/CF composites at different temperatures with the aim
to analyze. SB1/TPSOEVOH6CF composites present a lower loss weight when elastomer increases
in formulation, which make sense, especially in region of 350-450°C, which is the main elastomer
decomposition range. Composites prepared with the SB2 and SB3 elastomer has a better thermal
resistance and better stability at higher temperatures, due to a lower loss weight, mainly at higher
temperatures, and composites with SB3 elastomer showed a slight decrease in loss weight com-
pared to composites with SB2 elastomer, which have the better thermal stability according to the
results. Thermoplastic elastomer (TPE) is known due its higher thermal stability.

4. Conclusions

The infrared spectroscopy was not conclusive but indicates that there is no chemical interaction
among components of composite. According with the styrene content present in the blend, it is
possible to observed a better interaction among soft segments of the SB elastomers with the com-
posites TPS-EVOH/CF. DMA results showed that the inclusion of SB elastomers in TPS-EVOH/
CF do not have a positive effect, due to the decreased storage modulus compared to TPS-EVOH
and pure SB, but the composites with lower SB content have a better behavior at lower and
higher temperatures compared to the rest of the composites. The composites prepared with CF
have been reported before that generates a similar behavior, but in this case, there was a syner-
getic effect, due to the structure of the composite material, so it can be attributed to SB elastomer
of CF particles. The thermal behavior of the composites is very similar to that of the elastomer,
which provides higher thermal stability as the styrene content increases therein.
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