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1. Introduction 

The soft sediment deformation structures formed by liquefaction or fluidization in the  
unconsolidated and cohesionless sediments during deposition or later (Lowe, 1975; Owen, 
1996). These structures composed of overpressure of sediments, storm waves, sudden 
oscillation of groundwater or seismic shakings (Allen, 1982; Owen, 1987, 1996; Molina et al., 
1998).    
All kinds of earthquake induced soft sediment deformation structures are called as 
“seismite” (Seilacher, 1969). Seismites frequently observed in lacustrine deposits alike other 
depositional environments (Sims, 1975; Hempton et al., 1983; Seilacher, 1984; Davenport & 
Ringrose, 1987; Ringrose, 1989; Mohindra & Bagati, 1996; Alfaro et al., 1997; Calvo et al., 
1998; Rodriguez-Pascua et al., 2000; Bowman et al., 2004; Neuwerth et al., 2006; Moretti & 
Sabato, 2007). Seismites can occur with seismic tremor (M≥5) (Fukuoka, 1971; Kuribayashi & 
Tatsuoka, 1975; Atkinson, 1984; Ambraseys, 1988) and they use for determination of the 
location and density of seismic activity (Sims, 1975; Weaver, 1976; Hempton et al., 1983; 
Talwani & Cox, 1985; Scott & Price, 1988; Ringrose, 1989).  
The purposes of this study are; to determine the types of deformation structures in Lake Van 
deposits, to interpret the triggering mechanism and to discuss the importance of these 
structures in regional tectonic. 

2. Method of the study 

This study completed in six steps: (1) to determine the locations of soft sediment 
deformation structures, (2) to prepare the measured sedimentological sections according to 
facies properties and depositional subenvironments, (3) to measure the dimension and 
geometry (shape, symmetry and depth) of deformation structures and to determine the 
lateral continuity of deformed layers, (4) to detect the liquefaction potential of deposits by 
the help of sieve analysis, (5) to investigate the active faults and earthquake records (M≥5) at 
surrounding area, and (6) to match the all data with previous studies.   

3. Geological settings 

Lake Van is the largest soda lake of the world which has 607 km3 volume and 451 metres 
depth (Kempe et al., 1978). The lake was formed at least 500 kyr ago (Litt et al., 2009). Lake 
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Van Basin exist at Eastern Anatolia Plateau as the product of Middle Miocene collision of 
Eurasia and Arabian plates (Şengör & Kidd, 1979; Şengör & Yılmaz, 1981; Keskin et al., 1998) 
(Fig. 1).  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fig. 1. Simplified geological map showing the active faults (Modified from Kurtman et al., 
1978; Bozkurt, 2001; Koçyiğit et al., 2001). 

Neotectonic period was started in Pliocene for the Eastern Anatolia Plateau and Lake Van 
Basin (Koçyiğit et al., 2001). This period is represented by N-S compressional regime. That 
compressional regime creates NW-SE trending dextral and NE-SW trending sinistral strike-
slip faults (Şaroğlu & Yılmaz, 1986; Bozkurt, 2001; Koçyiğit et al., 2001) (Fig. 1). The region 
has a number of active faults that create earthquakes (M≥5). The Çaldıran Earthquake (1976) 
is the most known among these with their impact (Ms= 7.2) (Table 1). 
Lake Van Basin stays on basement units which are Bitlis Metamorphic Complex, Upper 
Cretaceous Ophiolites and Oligocene-Miocene turbidites (Van formation). The basin fill 
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consists of Quaternary volcanic rocks (from Nemrut and Süphan volcanoes), 
contemporaneous lacustrine deposits, Late Quaternary travertines and alluvium (Fig. 2).    
Generally, lacustrine sediments locate in east and north of Lake Van (Fig.1). These 
sediments were deposited during the period of highest lake level (+105 m) in 115000 years 
ago (Kuzucuoğlu et al. 2010). The deformation structures (seismites) are observed in these 
lacustrine deposits.       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2. Generalized stratigraphic columnar section of the study area (from Aksoy, 1988; 
Acarlar et al., 1991). 
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Date Lat. Long.
Depth 
(km)

Mag.
(Ms)

 Date Lat. Long.
Depth 
(km) 

Mag. 
(Ms) 

851 40.00 44.60 - 5.2 1941 39.45 43.32 20 5.9 

856 40.00 44.60 - 5.3 1945 38.41 43.76 60 5.2 

858 40.00 44.60 - 5.2 1945 38.00 43.00 30 5.2 

1840 39.70 44.40 - 6.8 1945 38.63 43.33 10 5.4 

1857 38.40 42.10 - 6.7 1966 38.14 42.52 28 5.2 

1869 38.40 42.10 - 5.0 1966 38.10 42.50 50 5 

1871 38.50 43.40 - 5.5 1968 38.15 42.85 53 5 

1881 38.50 43.30 - 5.0 1972 38.23 43.86 46 5 

1884 38.40 42.10 - 6.1 1976 38.61 43.20 56 5.2 

1891 39.15 42.50 - 5.5 1976 39.17 43.95 33 7.2 

1894 38.50 43.30 - 5.0 1976 39.09 43.71 49 5.2 

1900 38.50 43.30 - 5.0 1976 39.18 43.71 46 5.2 

1902 39.00 43.30 - 5.0 1976 39.31 43.66 53 5.2 

1903 39.10 42.50 30 6.2 1977 39.35 43.48 24 5 

1907 39.10 42.50 30 5.2 1977 39.29 43.62 46 5.2 

1907 39.10 42.50 30 5.4 1977 39.27 43.70 39 5.3 

1908 38.00 44.00 30 6 1977 39.13 43.90 34 5 

1913 38.38 42.23 10 5.5 1977 39.31 43.53 38 5.2 

1915 38.80 42.50 30 5.7 1979 39.12 43.91 44 5.2 

1924 38.00 43.00 30 5.2 1988 38.50 43.07 49 5.6 

1929 38.00 42.00 30 5.2 2000 38.41 42.95 48 5.5 

Table 1. Earthquake records with magnitude 5 and higher occured in the study area (from 
Utkucu, 2006; KOERI, 2009), (Lat. = Latitude, Long. = Longitude, Mag. = Magnitude) 

4. Deformation structures (Seismites) 

Soft sediment deformation structures are observed in horizontally bedded, sandy, silty and 
clayey lacustrine deposits of Lake Van. Deformation structures exist in different levels of 
these shallow water deposits with the other sedimentary structures as cross-beds and wave 
ripples. Soft sediment deformation structures are classified differently according to 
morphologic properties or occurrence processes of the structure (Rossetti, 1999; Dramis & 
Blumetti, 2005; Neuwerth et al., 2006; Taşgın & Türkmen, 2009).  
In this study, soft sediment deformation structures, observed in lacustrine deposits of Lake 
Van, were classified as contorted structures (simple-complex convolute bedding and ball-
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pillow structures), load structures (flame structures) and water escape structures (dish and 
pillar structures).    

4.1 Contorted structures  
Two types of contorted deformation structures exist in lacustrine deposits. These are simple-
complex convolute bedding and ball-pillow structures.  

4.1.1 Simple and complex convolute bedding 
Simple and complex convolute structures are observed frequently in sandy and silty 
lacustrine sediments of Lake Van. These structures consist of little anticline or syncline like 
convolutions. The dimensions of these structures access up to 130 cm wide and 70 cm high. 
Simple convolute beds occur from one folded layer (Fig. 3a), while complex structures are 
composed of an outer trough and irregular inner laminates (Fig. 3b).       
Simple and complex convolute structures may occur by overpressure, seismic shaking or 
storm waves. The convolute structures are bounded by undeformed horizontal beds in 
lacustrine sediments of Lake Van. This undeformed beds support the seismic origin 
suggestion (Cojan & Thiry, 1992).  Additionally, the existence of folds at the centre of the 
complex convolute structures display the repeated tectonic activities (Bhattacharya & 
Bandyopadhyay, 1998). 
 

   
Fig. 3. (a) Simple convolute bedding and (b) complex convolute bedding in lacustrine 
deposits of Lake Van.  

4.1.2 Ball and pillow structures 
These structures are observed in sandy and silty deposits of Lake Van. They are composed 
of spherical or semi-spherical sand bodies in silty deposits (Fig. 4). This sand balls are 
covered by a silty crust. They have laminations at the inner part of the structures. Some 
structures are remaining connected to the overlying bed or the others are completely 
isolated from the bed. These structures in Lake Van sediments are very similar to presented 
in previous works (Hempton et al., 1983; Allen, 1986; Rossetti, 1999).   
Ball and pillow structures occur with liquefaction of unconsolidated sediments. Because of 
the seismic tremors, liquefied sand size sediments are merged each other and create a ball-
like structure (Montenat et al., 1987; Ringrose, 1989; Cojan & Thiry, 1992; Rodriguez-Pascua 
et al., 2000). 
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4.2 Load structures  
The load balance of the unconsolidated sediments may change by landslide, rock fall or 
seismic waves. The load structures are formed by that load changing. These structures 
contain the load marks, pseudo-nodules and flame structures. Merely flame structures exist 
in lacustrine deposits of Lake Van.    
 

 
Fig. 4. Ball and pillow structures observed in silty and sandy lacustrine deposits of Lake 
Van. 

4.2.1 Flame structures 
Flame structures are observed in sandy and silty deposits of Lake Van. These structures are 
formed by penetration of silty sediments to sandy deposits. These structures have different 
dimensions in lacustrine deposits of Lake Van (Fig. 5). They access up to 80 cm wide and 70 
cm high. Generally flame structures comprise over pressure, but they can also be formed by 
seismic tremors (Visher & Cunningham, 1981; Dasgupta, 1998).    

4.3 Water escape structures  
Water escape structures are formed by sudden movement of pore-water to the upper level 
of deposits. Dish and pillar structures are formed by that mechanism in lacustrine sediments 
of Lake Van.   

4.3.1 Dish and pillar structures 
Dish and pillar structures are frequently observed in sandy and silty deposits of Lake Van. 
They consist of water movement in unconsolidated sediments due to sudden over pressure 
or seismic waves. The movement of pore water composes dish-like structures with folding 
of layers. These dish-like structures are seperated with vertical channels, called as pillars 
(Fig. 6).  
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Dish and pillar structures are observed in different sizes in lacustrine deposits of Lake Van. 
The dimensions of these structures access up to 100 cm wide and 50 cm high. The shape of 
dish structures may change depending on amount of pressure, movement velocity of pore 
water and the degree of consolidation. These structures in Lake Van deposits are very 
similar to presented in previous works (Lowe & LePiccolo 1974; Lowe 1975; Neuwerth et al., 
2006). Dish and pillar structures may occur with seismic shakings (Plaziat & Ahmamou, 
1998; Moretti et al., 1999).  
 

 
Fig. 5. Flame structures observed in lacustrine deposits of Lake Van.   

5. Trigger mechanism 

The most known occurence of soft sediment deformation structures are overpressure of 
sediments (Lowe & LoPiccolo, 1974; Lowe, 1975), storm waves (Molina et al., 1998; Alfaro et 
al., 2002) and seismic shakings (Seilacher, 1969; Lowe, 1975; Sims, 1975; Rossetti, 1999; 
Vanneste et al., 1999; Jones & Omoto, 2000; Rodriguez-Pascua et al., 2000; Bowman et al., 
2004). Deformation structures in lacustrine deposits of Lake Van were evaluated in the light 
of these trigger mechanism. There is not any evidence or data about overpressure of 
sediments or the effect of storm waves. Therefore, seismic shaking mechanism were 
investigated in detailed.   
Seismic waves may form deformation structures (seismites) in unconsolidated sediments 
becuse of changing of pore water pressure, existence of impermeable layers in sequence and  
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Fig. 6. Dish and pillar structures occured by the movement of pore water in sediments. 

 

 
Fig. 7. Deformation structures observed among the undeformed parallel layers at different 
levels.  
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heterogeneity of grain size. Whenever, deformation structures in Lake Van deposits were 
evaluated for seismic origin; (1) grain size of the deformed sediments stay in liquefaction 
range (Port and Harbour Research Institute of Japan, 1997), (2) deformation structures are 
frequently observed in different levels of sequence which dissociated with undeformed, 
parallel beds (Fig. 7), (3) shapes, dimensions, geometry, sedimentologic and geotechnic 
properties of deformation structures are very similar to presented in previous works (Sims, 
1975; Rossetti, 1999; Vanneste et al., 1999; Jones & Omoto, 2000; Bowman et al., 2004), (4) the 
region is very active for earthquakes (M≥5) and (5) soft sediment deformation structures in 
lacustrine deposits of Lake Van provide all criteria for the called as seismite (Sims, 1975; 
Obermeier, 1998; Rossetti, 1999). 

6. Conclusion  

In this study, the shapes, dimensions and locations of soft sediment deformation structures 
and facies properties and depositional environments of Quaternary aged lacustrine deposits 
of Lake Van are investigated. According to these features, deformation structures are 
classified into three parts as contorted structures, load structures  and water escape 
structures.     
Earthquake records show the tectonic activity (M≥5) of Lake Van and surrounding area. 
This data suggest that, the earthquakes should effect the lacustrine deposits in time of 
deposition (Late Quaternary). The deformation structures are frequently observed in 
different levels of lacustrine deposits. These deformed layers are the evidence of the 
repeated tectonic activity (M≥5) that effect the Lake Van deposits.     
The relationship between the earthquake moment magnitude and the distance from 
epicenter to liquefaction locations appeal to the geologists. This distance may be more than 
100 km in big earthquakes (M>7). According to locations and the distribution of soft 
sediment deformation structures, these structures should be formed by more than one faults 
activities. 

7. Acknowledgment 

The authors are grateful to Erman Özsayın, Alkor Kutluay and Ali Özvan for their fruitful 
discussions, help and suggestions to improve this chapter. 

8. References 

Acarlar, M., Bilgin, A.Z., Elibol, E., Erkan, T., Gedik, İ., Güner, E., Hakyemez, Y., Şen, A.M., 
Uğuz, M.F. & Umut, M., 1991. Van Gölü doğusu ve kuzeyinin jeolojisi, MTA Report 
No. 9469, Ankara, Turkey. 

Aksoy, E., 1988. Van ili doğu-kuzeydoğu yöresinin stratigrafisi ve tektoniği. PhD thesis, Fırat 
University, Elazığ, Turkey. 

Alfaro, P., Delgado, J., Estevez, A., Molina, J.M., Moretti, M. & Soria, J.M., 2002. Liquefaction 
and fluidization structures in Messinian storm deposits (Bajo Segura Basin, Betic 
Cordillera, southern Spain). International Journal Earth Science, 91, 505– 513. 

Alfaro, P., Moretti, M. & Soria, J.M., 1997. Soft-sediment deformation structures induced by 
earthquakes (seismites) in Pliocene lacustrine deposits (Guadix-Baza Basin, Central 
Betic Cordillera). Eclogae Geologicae Helvetiae, 90, 531–540. 

www.intechopen.com



 
Earthquake Research and Analysis – Seismology, Seismotectonic and Earthquake Geology 

 

30

Allen, J.R.L., 1982. Sedimentary structures: their character and physical basis. Developments 
in Sedimentology 30, Elsevier, Amsterdam. 

Allen, J.R.L., 1986. Earthquake magnitude-frequency, epicentral distance and soft-sediment 
deformation in sedimentary basins. Sedimentary Geology, 46, 67– 75. 

Ambraseys, N.N., 1988. Engineering seismology. Earthquake Engineering and Structural 
Dynamics, 17 (1), 1–105. 

Atkinson, G., 1984. Simple computation of liquefaction probability for seismic hazard 
applications. Earthquake Spectra, 1, 107–123. 

Bhattacharya, H.N. & Bandyopadhyay, S., 1998. Seismites in a Proterozoic tidal succession, 
Singhbhum, Bihar, India. Sedimentary Geology, 119, 239–252. 

Bowman, D., Korjenkov, A. & Porat, N., 2004. Late-Pleistocene seismites from Lake Issyk-
Kul, The Tien Shan range, Kyrghyztan. Sedimentary Geology, 163, 211 –228. 

Bozkurt, E., 2001. Neotectonics of Turkey-a synthesis. Geodinamica Acta, 14, 3-30.   
Calvo, J.P., Rodriguez-Pascua, M.A., Martin-Velasquez, S., Jimenez, S. & De Vicente, G., 

1998. Microdeformation of lacustrine laminite sequences from Late Miocene 
formations of SE Spain: an interpretation of loop bedding. Sedimentology, 45, 279– 
292. 

Cojan, I. & Thiry, M., 1992. Seismically-induced deformation structures in Oligocene 
shallow marine and eolian coastal sands (Paris Basin). Tectonophysics, 206, 79-89. 

Dasgupta, P., 1998. Recumbent flame structures in the Lower Gondwana rocks of the Jharia 
Basin, India- a plausible origin. Sedimentary Geology, 119, 253-261.  

Davenport, C.A. & Ringrose, P.S., 1987. Deformation of Scottish Quaternary sediment 
sequences by strong earthquake motions. In: Deformation of Sediments and 
Sedimentary Rocks, M.E. Jones and R.M.F. Preston (eds.), Geological Society Special 
Publication, 29, Blackwell, Oxford, pp. 299–314. 

Dramis, F. & Blumetti, A.M., 2005. Some considerations concerning seismic geomorphology 
and paleoseismology. Tectonophysics, 408, 177– 191. 

Fukuoka, M., 1971. Memories of earthquake and foundations. Bridges and Foundations, 5, No. 
10. 

Hempton, M. R., Dunne, L. A. & Dewey, J. F., 1983. Sedimentation in an active strike-slip 
basin, Southeastern Turkey. Journal of Geology, 91, 401-412.  

Jones, A.P. & Omoto, K., 2000. Towards establishing criteria for identifying trigger 
mechanisms for soft-sediment deformation: a case study of Late Pleistocene 
lacustrine sands and clays, Onikobe and Nakayamadaira Basins, northeastern 
Japan. Sedimentology, 47, 1211– 1226. 

Kempe, S., Khoo, F. & Gürleyik, Y., 1978. Hydrography of Lake Van and its drainage area. 
In: The Geology of Lake Van, E.T. Degens and F. Kurtman (eds.), The Mineral 
Research and Exploration Institute of Turkey (MTA) Publication No.169, pp. 30-44.  

Keskin M., Pearce J.A. & Mitchell J.G., 1998. Volcano-stratigraphy and geochemistry of 
collision-related volcanism on the Erzurum–Kars Plateau, northeastern Turkey. 
Journal of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, 85, 355–404. 

Koçyiğit, A., Yılmaz, A.,  Adamia, S. & Kuloshvili, S.,  2001. Neotectonics  of  East Anatolian 
Plateau (Turkey) and Lesser Caucasus: implication for transition  from thrusting to 
strike-slip faulting. Geodinamica Acta, 14, 177-195.  

www.intechopen.com



 
The Traces of Earthquake (Seismites): Examples from Lake Van Deposits (Turkey) 

 

31 

KOERI (Boğaziçi University Kandilli Observatory and Earthquake Research Institute), 2009. 
Turkey Earthquake Catalog, 25 Mayıs 2009, http://www.koeri.boun.edu.tr/sismo/ 
mudim/ katalog. asp,. 

Kuribayashi, E. & Tatsuoka, F., 1975. Brief review of liquefaction during earthquakes in 
Japan. Soils and Foundations, Japanese Society of Soil Mechanics and Foundation 
Engineering, 15, No. 4, 81-91. 

Kurtman, F., Akkuş, M.F. & Gedik, A., 1978. The geology and oil potential of the Muş-Van 
region. In: The Geology of Lake Van, E.T. Degens and F. Kurtman (eds.), The Mineral 
Research and Exploration Institute of Turkey (MTA) Publication, No.169, pp. 124-
133. 

Kuzucuoğlu, C., Christol, A., Mouralis, D., Doğu, A.F., Akköprü, E., Fort, M., Brunstein, D., 
Zorer, H., Fontugne, M., Karabıyıkoğlu, M., Scaillet, S., Reyss, J.L. & Guillou, H., 
2010. Formation of the Upper Pleistocene terraces of Lake Van (Turkey). Journal of 
Quaternary Science, 25(7), 1124-1137.   

Litt, T.,  Krastel, S.,  Sturm, M.,  Kipfer, R., Örçen, S. & Çağatay, M.N., 2009. Van Gölü Sondaj 
Projesi ‘PALEOVAN’, Uluslararası Bilimsel Kıta Sondaj Programı (ICDP): Yaklaşan 
Derin Sondaj Seferi ve Bilimsel Hedefler. 62. Turkish Geology Kurultai, Proceeding 
Books, Ankara, s. 718-719.  

Lowe, D. R., 1975. Water escape structures in coarse-grained sediments. Sedimentology, 22, 
157-204.   

Lowe, D.R. & LoPiccolo, R.D., 1974. The characteristics and origins of dish and pillar 
structures. Journal of Sedimentary Petrology, 44, 484–501.  

Mohindra, R. & Bagati, T.N., 1996. Seismically induced soft-sediment deformation structures 
(seismites) around Sumdo in the lower Spiti valley (Tethys Himalaya). Sedimentary 
Geology, 101, 69-83.  

Molina, J.M., Alfaro, P., Moretti, M. & Soria, J.M., 1998. Soft-sediment deformation 
structures induced by cyclic stress of storm waves in tempestites (Miocene, 
Guadalquivir basin, Spain). Terra Nova, 10, 145–150. 

Montenat, C., d’Estevou, O.P. & Masse, P., 1987. Tectonic–sedimentary characteristics of the 
Betic Neogene basins evolving in a crustal transcurrent shear zone (SE Spain). 
Bulletin des Centre de Recherches Exploration-Production of Elf-Aquitaine, 11, 1–22. 

Moretti, M., Alfaro, P., Caselles, O. & Canas, J.A., 1999. Modelling seismites with a digital 
shaking table. Tectonophysics, 304, 369–383. 

Moretti, M. & Sabato, L., 2007. Recognition of trigger mechanisms for soft-sediment 
deformation in the Pleistocene lacustrine deposits of the Sant ‘Arcangelo Basin 
(Southern Italy): seismic shock vs. overloading. Sedimentary Geology, 196, 31-45. 

Neuwerth, R., Suter, F., Guzman, C.A. & Gorin, G.E., 2006. Soft-sediment deformation in a 
tectonically active area: The Plio-Pleistocene Zarzal Formation in the Cauca Valley 
(Western Colombia). Sedimentary Geology, 186, 67–88.  

Obermeier, S.F., 1998. Liquefaction evidence for strong earthquakes of Holocene and latest 
Pleistocene ages in the states of Indiana and Illinois, USA. Engineering Geology, 50, 
227–254. 

Owen, G., 1987. Deformation processes in unconsolidated sands. In: Deformation of Sediments 
and Sedimentary Rocks, M.E., Jones and R.M.F., Preston (eds.), Geological Society 
Special Publication, 29, pp. 11–24. 

www.intechopen.com



 
Earthquake Research and Analysis – Seismology, Seismotectonic and Earthquake Geology 

 

32

Owen, G., 1996. Experimental soft-sediment deformation: structures formed by the 
liquefaction of unconsolidated sands and some ancient examples. Sedimentology, 43, 
279–293. 

Plaziat, J.C. & Ahmamou, M., 1998. Les differents mecanismes a l’origine de la diversite des 
seismites, leur identification dans le Pliocene du Saiss de Fes et de Meknes (Maroc) 
et leur signification tectonique. Geodinamica Acta, 11/4, 183– 203. 

Port Harbour Research Institute of Japan (1997). Handbook on liquefaction remediation of 
reclaimed land. A.A. Balkema, Roterdam. 

Ringrose, P.S., 1989. Paleoseismic (?) liquefaction event in late Quaternary lake sediment at 
Glen Roy, Scotland. Terra Nova, 1, 57–62. 

Rodriguez-Pascua, M.A., Calvo, J.P., De Vicente, G. & Gómez-Gras, D., 2000. Soft sediment 
deformation structures interpreted as seismites in lacustrine sediments of the 
Prebetic Zone, SE Spain, and their potential use as indicators of earthquake 
magnitudes during the Late Miocene. Sedimentary Geology, 135, 117-135. 

Rossetti, D.F., 1999. Soft-sediment deformational structures in late Albian to Cenomanian 
deposits, Sao Luis Basin, northern Brazil: evidences for paleoseismicity. 
Sedimentology, 46, 1065–1081. 

Scott, B. & Price, S., 1988. Earthquake-induced structures in young sediments. Tectonophysics, 
147, 165–170. 

Seilacher, A., 1969. Fault-graded beds interpreted as seismites. Sedimentology, 13, 155– 159. 
Seilacher, A., 1984. Sedimentary structures tentatively attributed to seismic events. Marine 

Geology, 55, 1–12. 
Sims, J. D., 1975. Determining earthquake recurrence intervals from deformational 

structures in young lacustrine sediments. Tectonophysics, 29, 141-152.  
Şaroğlu, F. & Yılmaz, Y., 1986. Doğu Anadolu’da neotektonik dönemdeki jeolojik evrim ve 

havza modelleri. Bulletin of The Mineral Research and Exploration, 107, 73-94. 
Şengör A.M.C. & Kidd W.S.F., 1979. Post-collisional tectonics of the Turkish-Iranian Plateau 

and a comparison with Tibet. Tectonophysics, 55, 361–376. 
Şengör, A.M.C. & Yılmaz, Y, 1981. Tethyan evolution of Turkey: a plate tectonic approach. 

Tectonophysics, 75, 181-241. 
Talwani, P. & Cox, J., 1985. Paleoseismic evidence for recurrence of earthquakes near 

Charleston, South Carolina. Science, 229, 379–381. 
Taşgın, C.K. & Türkmen, İ., 2009. Analysis of soft-sediment deformation structures in 

Neogene fluvio-lacustrine deposits of Çaybağı formation, eastern Turkey. 
Sedimentary Geology, 218, 16–30. 

Utkucu, M., 2006. Implications for the water level change triggered moderate (M ≥ 4.0) 
earthquakes in Lake Van basin, Eastern Turkey. Journal of Seismology, 10, 105–117. 

Vanneste, K., Meghraoui, M. & Camelbeeck, T., 1999. Late Quaternary earthquake-related 
soft-sediment deformation along the Belgian portion of the Feldbiss Fault, Lower 
Rhine Graben system. Tectonophysics,  309. 57-79.    

Visher, G.S. & Cunningham, R.D., 1981. Convolute laminations – a theoretical analysis: 
example of Pennsylvanian sandstone. Sedimentary Geology, 28, 175–189. 

Weaver, J.D., 1976. Seismically-induced load structures in the basal coal measures, South 
Wales. Geological Magazine, 113, 535–543. 

www.intechopen.com



Earthquake Research and Analysis - Seismology, Seismotectonic

and Earthquake Geology

Edited by Dr Sebastiano D'Amico

ISBN 978-953-307-991-2

Hard cover, 370 pages

Publisher InTech

Published online 08, February, 2012

Published in print edition February, 2012

InTech Europe

University Campus STeP Ri 

Slavka Krautzeka 83/A 

51000 Rijeka, Croatia 

Phone: +385 (51) 770 447 

Fax: +385 (51) 686 166

www.intechopen.com

InTech China

Unit 405, Office Block, Hotel Equatorial Shanghai 

No.65, Yan An Road (West), Shanghai, 200040, China 

Phone: +86-21-62489820 

Fax: +86-21-62489821

This book is devoted to different aspects of earthquake research. Depending on their magnitude and the

placement of the hypocenter, earthquakes have the potential to be very destructive. Given that they can cause

significant losses and deaths, it is really important to understand the process and the physics of this

phenomenon. This book does not focus on a unique problem in earthquake processes, but spans studies on

historical earthquakes and seismology in different tectonic environments, to more applied studies on

earthquake geology.

How to reference

In order to correctly reference this scholarly work, feel free to copy and paste the following:

Serkan Üner, Çetin Yeşilova and Türker Yakupoğlu (2012). The Traces of Earthquake (Seismites): Examples

from Lake Van Deposits (Turkey), Earthquake Research and Analysis - Seismology, Seismotectonic and

Earthquake Geology, Dr Sebastiano D'Amico (Ed.), ISBN: 978-953-307-991-2, InTech, Available from:

http://www.intechopen.com/books/earthquake-research-and-analysis-seismology-seismotectonic-and-

earthquake-geology/the-traces-of-earthquake-seismites-examples-from-lake-van-deposits-turkey-



© 2012 The Author(s). Licensee IntechOpen. This is an open access article

distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0

License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in

any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.


