
Selection of our books indexed in the Book Citation Index 

in Web of Science™ Core Collection (BKCI)

Interested in publishing with us? 
Contact book.department@intechopen.com

Numbers displayed above are based on latest data collected. 

For more information visit www.intechopen.com

Open access books available

Countries delivered to Contributors from top 500 universities

International  authors and editors

Our authors are among the

most cited scientists

Downloads

We are IntechOpen,
the world’s leading publisher of

Open Access books
Built by scientists, for scientists

12.2%

186,000 200M

TOP 1%154

6,900



Chapter

Mechanical and Structural
Behavior of Swelling Elastomers
under Compressive Loading
Sayyad Zahid Qamar, Maaz Akhtar and Tasneem Pervez

The history of science shows that theories are perishable. With every new truth that

is revealed we get a better understanding of Nature and our conceptions and views

are modified.

Nikola Tesla

Abstract

Swelling elastomers are a new breed of advanced polymers, and found
increasing use in drilling of difficult oil and gas wells. It is important to know how
an elastomer will behave under a given set of well conditions, especially after the
initial quick-swell period. Good design depends on appropriate material selection.
Results are presented in this chapter from experimental and numerical studies
conducted to analyze how compressive and bulk behavior of actual oilfield elasto-
mers changes due to swelling. Six key attributes of swelling elastomers needed for
design improvement and performance analysis of elastomer seals are discussed: four
mechanical properties (elastic modulus E, bulk modulus K, shear modulus G, and
Poisson’s ratio ν), and two polymer structure characteristics (cross-link chain den-
sity NC, and average molecular weight MC). These parameters were experimentally
determined before and after various stages of swelling for two different swelling
elastomers being currently used by the regional petroleum industry, in low and high
salinity brines. To strengthen the experimental results, and to be able to forecast for
other elastomer materials and well conditions, tests were also simulated using the
commercial FEM package ABAQUS, using the best available hyperelastic material
models.

Keywords: swelling elastomer, compressive loading, mechanical testing,
elastomer structure

1. Introduction

As discussed earlier, swelling elastomers are a new breed of advanced polymers
[1]. Over the last two decades, they have found increasing use in drilling of difficult
oil and gas wells, remediation of damaged wells, and renewal of production from
abandoned wells [2–8]. It is important to know whether an elastomer type or a
certain seal design will function properly and reliably under a given set of well
conditions [9]. Investigation of the swelling and mechanical behavior of these
elastomers is essential in resolving application and design issues. When an
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elastomer seal is positioned in the well, environmental conditions initiate the swell-
ing. The material may continue to swell throughout its life, though very slowly after
the initial quick-swell period [10, 11]. Swelling results in changes in its mechanical
properties and sealing response. If elastomer seals are put into use without thor-
oughly studying these changes, seal failure can happen in certain cases, causing loss
of time, money, and other resources. Rework is not only time consuming but at
times not possible at all. Failures may even cause the production from the well to
stop.

One critical aspect of good design is appropriate material selection. This cannot
be done without reliable knowledge of how the material will behave when exposed
to different loads, temperatures, and other environmental conditions. As swelling
elastomers are basically used as sealing elements in petroleum applications, and as
seals are mostly under compressive loading, investigation of the mechanical behav-
ior of elastomers under compression is very important. Contemporary elastomer
seal design is usually based on laboratory tests and trial-and-error method. Testing
under all possible combinations of field parameters (elastomer material, water
salinity, oil type, temperature, pressure, etc) in the laboratory is almost impossible,
especially for extended swelling periods. Numerical modeling and simulation of seal
design, validated by experimental results, may provide answers for possible sce-
narios, which cannot be attempted experimentally. Numerical simulations can
shorten the lead time for development of robust sealing applications in difficult or
new oil and gas wells, offering an accurate and cost effective alternative to exten-
sive testing.

Results are presented in this chapter from experimental and numerical studies
conducted to analyze how compressive and bulk behavior of actual oilfield elasto-
mers changes due to swelling. Six key attributes of swelling elastomers needed for
design improvement and performance analysis of elastomer seals are discussed: four
mechanical properties (elastic modulus E, bulk modulus K, shear modulus G, and
Poisson’s ratio ν), and two polymer structure characteristics (cross-link chain den-
sity NC, and average molecular weight MC). These parameters were experimentally
determined before and after various stages of swelling for two different swelling
elastomers being currently used by the regional petroleum industry, in low and high
salinity brines. To strengthen the experimental results, and to be able to forecast for
other elastomer materials and well conditions, tests were also simulated [12] using
the commercial FEM package ABAQUS [13], using the best available hyperelastic
material models.

2. Mathematical background

As stated above, this chapter describes the effect of swelling on mechanical
properties (macro-level behavior) and polymer structure (micro-level characteris-
tics) of two elastomers under compressive loading. Brief theoretical background
and inter-relationships of these quantities are presented in this section.

2.1 Macroscopic behavior: isotropic relationships

The elastic behavior of any isotropic material is completely described by Hooke’s
law [14]:

εx ¼
1

E
σx � ν σy þ σz

� �� �
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εy ¼
1

E
σy � ν σz þ σxð Þ
� �

εz ¼
1

E
σz � ν σx þ σy

� �� �

, (1)

where σ is the engineering stress and ε is the strain. Being in the elastic region,
engineering shear strain (γ) is obviously proportional to shear stress (τ):

γyz ¼
1

G
τyz, γzx ¼

1

G
τzx, γxy ¼

1

G
τxy (2)

Figure 1 shows a body under a state of pure shear and its Mohr circle represen-
tation giving the principal stresses.

σ1 ¼ τxy, σ2 ¼ �τxy, σ3 ¼ 0, τ12 ¼ 0 (3)

We can use Hooke’s law Eq. (1) to find the principal strains:

ε1 ¼
τxy 1þ νð Þ

E
, ε2 ¼ �

τxy 1þ νð Þ

E
: (4)

Shear strain γxy can also be expressed in terms of the principal strains:

γxy ¼ ε1 � ε2 ¼
2τxy 1þ νð Þ

E
(5)

Comparing Eqs. (2) and (5), shear modulus becomes:

G ¼
E

2 1þ νð Þ
: (6)

Bulk modulus (K) is related to volume dilatation (volumetric strain) δ ¼ ΔV=V

and hydrostatic pressurep ¼ 1
3 σx þ σy þ σz
� �

:

δ ¼ �
p

K
: (7)

For a body undergoing linear strains, it can be easily shown that [15].

Figure 1.
A body under state of pure shear and its Mohr circle representation.
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dV

V
¼ dεx þ dεy þ dεz: (8)

Combining Eqs. (7) and (8), volume dilatation can be expressed as

δ ¼ εx þ εy þ εz: (9)

Comparing this result with Eq. (1), and simplifying, we get

δ ¼
1� 2ν

E

� �

σx þ σy þ σz
� �

: (10)

Recalling the definition of hydrostatic pressure p, and comparing with Eq. (7),
the relationship between bulk modulus and Poisson’s ratio comes out to be

K ¼
E

3 1� 2νð Þ
: (11)

Once the values of E and K are established experimentally, shear modulus (G)
and Poisson’s ratio (ν) can be determined using the isotropic relations Eqs. (6)
and (11).

2.2 Structural behavior

Chemical and physical structure of a polymer is modified at different stages of
swelling. The resulting changes in structural behavior affect the performance of
swelling elastomer seals. It is important, therefore, to understand the factors that
can affect swelling elastomer structure and, hence, its properties. Current section
discusses the method of determining major structural properties.

2.2.1 Chain density

For any rubber-like material, network strands are formed both by cross-linking
and by molecular entanglement. As the degree of cross-linking increases, the cross-
link chain density increases, making the elastomer more rigid, thus giving higher
values of stiffness and shear modulus G [16]. Chain density can therefore be used as
a measure of the swelling capability of an elastomer. For elastomers subjected to
small strains, shear modulus is directly related to the number of cross-link chains
per unit volume Nc [17]:

G ¼ NckT, (12)

where k is the Boltzmann’s constant, and T is the temperature in Kelvins.

2.2.2 Number average chain molecular weight

Length of the network chain decreases due to an increase in the degree of cross-
linking. In any polymer, chain density is closely related to the average molecular
weight, and this property can also be used to explain the mechanics of swelling [17].
Multiplying and dividing Eq. (12) by Avogadro’s number NA, and recalling that
R ¼ NAk, we can obtain
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G ¼
NcRT

NA
: (13)

If n is the number of chains, Avogadro’s number can also be written as

NA ¼ nMc=m: (14)

Combining the definition of chain density (Nc ¼ n=V) with Eq. (14) yields

Nc=NA ¼ ρ=Mc: (15)

Comparing this result with Eq. (13), we can get the expression for the number
average chain molecular weight

Mc ¼ ρRT=G: (16)

Once the value of shear modulus G is determined, these structural properties of
the elastomer (Nc and MC) can be easily evaluated using Eqs. (12) and (16).

3. Experimental work

Various researchers have investigated the behavior of rubber-like materials
under compression [16], but not for swelling elastomers. The main objective of
experiments described here is to obtain swelling behavior, stress–strain, and
pressure-volumetric strain curves. Curve fitting on the linear portions of these
graphs determines the values of elastic and bulk moduli. These curves are also used
to extract material coefficients for the hyperelastic models used for numerical
simulations.

Samples of two different water-swelling elastomers were allowed to swell for a
one month period in saline water of 6,000 ppm (0.6%) and 120,000 ppm (12%)
concentrations at 50°C; actual field conditions in regional oil-wells. Samples were
placed in sealable glass jars containing the swelling medium and identified by
mnemonic code names. Jars were placed inside servo-controlled ovens maintained
at 50°C temperature throughout the thirty days test period. Compression and bulk
tests were carried out on disc samples before swelling and after 1, 2, 4, 7, 10, 16, 23,
and 30 days of swelling. To ensure repeatability and consistency, all reported values
are average of readings from three samples.

3.1 Swelling tests

Cutting of disc samples and preparation of salt solutions has been described in
detail in Chapter 3. Procedure for swelling tests is given below.

3.1.1 Test procedure

Samples were placed in sealable glass jars containing proper swelling medium
and identified by mnemonic codenames. Jars were placed inside servo-controlled
ovens maintained at 50°C temperature throughout the 30-day test period. Volume,
thickness, mass, and hardness of each sample was measured before swelling and
after different days of swelling. Test setup has been described in Chapter 3. Mass
was measured using a digital balance. Volume measurements were done by a spe-
cially constructed (in-house) graduated beaker-cylinder arrangement based on the
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displacement method. Thickness measurements were carried out using digital
Vernier calipers. Hardness readings were taken using a scale-A durometer.

3.2 Compression testing

Compression tests are performed in accordance with ASTM-D575 standard test
method [18] as described in detail in Chapter 6.

3.3 Bulk testing

No standard is available for bulk testing of elastomers. A special test rig was
therefore designed and fabricated in-house for bulk experiments; Figure 2. The rig
was designed in such a way that under compressive loading the specimen is
constrained to move only in the axial direction and radial expansion is not allowed.
To match with compression testing, load is applied at the rate of 12 mm/min until
the specimen fails. Force-deformation results are recorded and later converted into
pressure-volumetric strain data.

4. Numerical investigation

Just as in experiments, simulations are run before swelling and after every
swelling period. Using the commercial finite element package ABAQUS, swelling
elastomer specimen is modeled using 8-noded linear brick element with reduced
integration (C3D8R). As mentioned in Chapter 3, Ogden hyper-elastic material
model with second strain energy potential [19] is used for all simulations since it
gives the best results [20]. Coefficients for the Ogden model are extracted from the
experimental stress–strain data.

4.1 Simulation of compression test

Simulations for compression experiments are discussed in detail in Chapter 3.
Stress–strain curves from these simulations are used here to determine the values of

Figure 2.
Designed and fabricated test rig for bulk experiments.
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Young’s modulus. Simulations are conducted before swelling and after each swelling
period (total one month period) under both salinity conditions, and for both mate-
rials. Specimen geometry before and after deformations is shown in Figure 3.

4.2 Simulation of bulk test

For bulk testing, elastomer disc is still under compression but restricted from
any transverse deformations. Only the top surface can move downward (z-axis)
under the compressive load as shown in the test setup in Figure 2. Simulation
results are used to plot graphs of pressure against volumetric strain, for determina-
tion of bulk modulus through curve fitting. Deformed and undeformed specimens
from bulk test simulation are shown in Figure 4.

5. Results and discussion: experimental

Results of the experimental investigation (mechanical and structural response of
the elastomer to swelling) are discussed in this section. Variations in properties
(volume, thickness, hardness, and density) due to swelling are discussed first.
Later, results from compression and bulk experiments are presented and analyzed.

5.1 Swelling behavior

Effect of swelling on volume, thickness, hardness, and density of the two types
of elastomer samples under different salinities is discussed below.

Figure 3.
Finite element model of compression test specimen; undeformed and deformed states.

Figure 4.
Finite element model of bulk test specimen; undeformed and deformed states.
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5.1.1 Volume change

Figure 5 shows the change in volume against days of swelling in 6000 ppm
(0.6%) and 120,000 ppm (12%) brine solutions at 50°C for materials A and B. Both
elastomers are of the fast-swell type, so increase in volume is very quick in the
beginning, which can be observed in the first five days (reaching to almost one-
third of total volume increase). More gradual increase was observed for the
remaining one month period. As observed in earlier studies, swelling in lower-
concentration salt-solution is higher than in higher-concentration brine due to
existence of higher chemical potential gradient.

5.1.2 Thickness change

Figure 6 shows thickness change against swelling time for both materials. Fast
swelling nature of the elastomer (materials A and B) results in more thickness
increase in the beginning, and slower increase later on. Again, as expected, thick-
ness swelling is higher for lower salt concentration.

5.1.3 Hardness change

Hardness keeps on decreasing as the elastomer swells more. Figure 7 summa-
rizes the change in hardness as samples for both materials swell in 0.6% and 12%

Figure 5.
Volume change in both materials in 0.6% and 12% salinity at 50°C.

Figure 6.
Thickness change in both materials in 0.6% and 12% salinity at 50°C.
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salt solutions, at 50°C. It is interesting to observe that within the first week of
swelling, hardness drastically drops down, and then remains almost constant.
Material B is harder in nature (unswelled hardness of about 75 shore-A as compared
to 62 shore-A for material A). Hardness drop after swelling is more under 0.6%
salinity solution for both materials.

In all of the above graphs, the overall trend is the same; very high swelling rate
in the beginning, then a slow gradual change. This leads to a sharp initial drop in
hardness, followed by almost no change for longer swelling periods. The slight
fluctuating pattern may have roots in the nature of the swelling process [11, 21, 22].
Salt is one of the constituents of any swelling elastomer. When exposed to saline
water, some salt can enter into the elastomer material (together with absorbed
water), while some salt can break away from the elastomer and go into the salt
solution. Rather than a consistent increase, this two-way salt transport cause slight
fluctuations in the amount of swelling. Another important factor in swelling of such
elastomers is the density of cross-link chains. Salt addition and breakaway can
produce breaking and later re-forming of cross-link chains, causing increase or
decrease of swelling at a particular time. As both these mechanisms are dependent
on salt transport, fluctuation is more significant in higher concentration brine. After
some time, a sort of equilibrium is reached, inflow and outflow of salt almost
balancing out, and swelling starts to show a near steady-state behavior.

5.1.4 Density change

Density drops down considerably in the first few days for both materials and
salinities, as can be seen in Figure 8. With more swelling, it increases a little before
gradually dropping down to almost the same value as at the end of the first week.
Due to the two-way water and salt transport during swelling of these elastomers,
both volume and mass change at different rates; thus the slightly zigzag pattern of
density variation.

5.2 Behavior under compressive loading

As an example, Figure 9 shows 3-sample compressive stress–strain graphs for
materials A and B in high salinity solution after four days of swelling. It can be seen
that stress–strain behavior is non-linear in nature, as expected. It can also be
observed that material B is more rigid than material A; thus the higher stresses and
lower strains.

Figure 7.
Hardness change in both materials for 0.6% and 12% salinity at 50°C.
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Three-sample pressure-volumetric strain graphs for both elastomer types under
high salinity after 23 days of swelling are shown in Figure 10. Though the overall
behavior is still nonlinear, as expected for rubbers and elastomers, there is a signif-
icant linear portion. Bulk modulus is determined by fitting a straight line to the
linear portion of these pressure-volumetric strain curves.

5.2.1 Mechanical and structural properties

At small strains (up to 10%), elastomers exhibit almost a linear stress–strain
relationship and behave like other elastic materials [23]. Hence, for the extraction of
Young’s modulus, curve fitting is done on the initial 10% portion of the compressive
stress–strain curve. For the determination of bulk modulus, some initial pressure-
strain data is discarded before curve fitting. Elastomer disc does not touch the walls
of the test cylinder at all points at the beginning of the test. As pressure is applied
and the disc expands, it starts to fill this gap. Actual bulk test starts at the end of this
gap-filling stage. Samples of linear curve fitting for extraction of elastic and bulk
moduli (E and K) are shown in Figure 11. A very high goodness of fit of more than
99% is quite reassuring. Based on these values of E and K, shear modulus and
Poisson’s ratio are calculated using isotropic relations for elastic materials Eqs. (6)
and (11). Chain density and average molecular weight are determined through
polymer structure relations Eqs. (12) and (16).

Figure 8.
Density variation in both materials for 0.6% and 12% salinity at 50°C.

Figure 9.
Stress–strain graphs for both materials at 4 days of swelling; 3 samples.
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5.2.2 Effect of swelling time

Compressive stress–strain behavior at different stages during the one month
swelling period for materials A and B in high salinity brine is shown in Figure 12.
Within a day of swelling, stress values drop by about 80–90% in both high and low
salinities. Stress–strain curves after that are close to each other, the difference
between curves for day-1 and day-30 not being very high. Lower stresses can be
observed in low salinity solution for both materials, as expected; this is because high
swelling is taking place in low salinity medium (as reported above), leading to
softer samples. Also, strains after longer swelling periods are much larger. With
more swelling, elastomer becomes softer, giving large strains at small loads,
resulting in the trend shown in Figures 9 and 10.

Pressure-volumetric strain curves for one month period for both materials in low
salinity are shown in Figure 13. A trend similar to the compression curves can be seen
in these pressure-strain graphs also; larger drop in bulk modulus during the first few
days of swelling, then more gradual. Reasons are the same as discussed above.

5.2.3 Variation of elastic Modulus

Variation of Young’s modulus (E) under compression for materials A and B
under both salinities is shown in Figure 14. E-value decreases sharply in the first

Figure 10.
Three-sample pressure-strain (volumetric) curves for both materials for bulk test; 12% salinity; 23 days of
swelling.

Figure 11.
Linear curve fitting to experimental stress–strain data for determination of Young’s modulus (left), and
pressure-volumetric strain for determination of bulk modulus (right).
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few days (by almost 90%) and then becomes almost constant. This overall decreas-
ing trend and slight fluctuation is due to the nature of swelling elastomers, as
explained above. Modulus values for 12% salinity are slightly higher, as these
samples are somewhat stiffer than the lower-salinity ones.

Figure 12.
Compressive stress–strain curves for both materials in high salinity for one month period.

Figure 13.
Pressure-volumetric strain behavior before swelling and after 7 and 30 days of swelling in low salinity brine.

Figure 14.
Experimental results for Young’s modulus for both materials.
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5.2.4 Variation of bulk Modulus

Variation of bulk modulus (K) over the 30-day swelling period for materials A
and B under 0.6% and 12% salinities is shown in Figure 15. There is a notable
fluctuation in the variation of K-value especially for material B; a sharp initial
decrease, then a small increase, followed by a more gradual decrease to almost a
constant value at the end of the one-month swelling period. Apart from the reasons
for fluctuation discussed above, significant oscillation in K-value may also be ratio-
nalized from another perspective. During the compression test, sample elastomer
disc is compressed in the axial direction, but is free to expand in the radial direction.
However, in the bulk test, the disc specimen is constrained inside a cylinder so that
there is uniaxial compression and no radial expansion. In effect, this violation of
volume constancy means that the elastomer behavior changes from incompressible
(compression test) to compressible (bulk test). This may lead to notable deviation
from regular trends. As for salinity, the behavior is similar to that under compres-
sion; higher salinity gives larger values of bulk modulus.

5.2.5 Variation of Poisson’s ratio

Variations of Poisson’s ratio (ν) for both materials and both salinities exhibits a
mirror behavior in comparison with elastic modulus, as shown in Figure 16.
Poisson’s ratio increases sharply in the first few days, and then becomes almost
constant for the remaining swelling period. Again, lower salinity is giving higher
values, as expected. For material B, there is some fluctuation during days 2 to 7
under 12% salinity. This variation pattern is similar to that of Young’s modulus
(Figure 14). As ν is dependent on E (isotropic relation), this fluctuation is expected.
Moreover, it is interesting to note that ν approaches the limiting value of 0.5 within
the first 10 days of swelling. This means that the assumption of incompressibility
used in most analytical and numerical models of rubber-like materials is also justi-
fied for swelling elastomers, given a reasonably large swelling period.

5.2.6 Variation of shear Modulus

Variation of shear modulus (G) for both materials under low and high salinities
is shown in Figure 17. Just like Young’s modulus, value of shear modulus drops by
more than 90% in the first 5 to 6 days, and then remains practically constant during
the rest of the swelling period. Except for the first few days, both salinities show the

Figure 15.
Experimental results for bulk modulus for both materials.
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same values. Some fluctuations for material B under 12% salinity can be observed
during days 2 to 7. As G is related isotropically to E, it exhibits similar behavior as
observed in Young’s modulus.

Figure 16.
Experimental results for Poison’s ratio for both materials.

Figure 17.
Experimental results for shear modulus for both materials.

Figure 18.
Experimental results for average chain density for both materials.
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5.2.7 Variation of chain density

Variation in cross-link chain density (N) against amount of swelling is plotted in
Figure 18 for materials A and B in both salinities. Chain density drops drastically
during the first few days, and then becomes nearly steady. During days 2 to 7,
values are higher for material B in higher-salinity solution, otherwise response
under both salinities is almost the same. As explained above, decrease in number of
chains or cross-linking density occurs due to swelling, which makes the elastomer
softer [11, 21, 22], thereby contributing to a decrease in stiffness, elastic modulus,
and rigidity (shear modulus). This change in polymer structure due to swelling is a
direct explanation of the variation pattern observed in the mechanical properties.

5.2.8 Variation of molecular weight

Figure 19 shows the variation in number-average chain molecular weight (MC)
against swelling time over the 30-day test period for materials A and B in both
salinities. There is an overall increasing behavior with higher swelling amount, but
with a somewhat fluctuating pattern, material A exhibiting higher fluctuations. The
various reasons discussed above (including two-way transport of salt, forming and
breaking of cross-link chains, etc) are equally applicable in explanation of the
observed variation in average molecular weight. On top of that, Mc is related to
both density and shear modulus, so it is exhibiting the combined effect of two
fluctuations.

Slight fluctuations during the first week of swelling in the values of material and
structural properties studied are due to this two-pronged variation in swelling
amount. Compared to bulk tests, fluctuation is almost insignificant in compression
tests due to the simple uniaxial nature of the load applied. As significant variation
in material properties occurs only in the first 10 days, these values can serve as
reasonable design properties for future applications, removing the need for
material testing beyond 10 days of swelling.

6. Results and discussion: numerical

Stress–strain curves under compressive loading, and pressure-strain curves for
bulk testing are also produced through numerical simulation, using Ogden

Figure 19.
Experimental results for number-average chain molecular weight for both materials.
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hyperelastic material model with second-degree strain energy function (N = 2).
Graphs for variation of mechanical properties against swelling are generated from
the numerical results. This work has been done for both materials under both
salinities for the entire one-month swelling period. However, only a few represen-
tative graphs are presented below for comparison of experimental and numerical
results.

6.1 Behavior under compressive loading

Stress–strain plots in the 10% strain region for experimental and numerical
results of compression test for material B under 12% salinity are shown in
Figure 20, before swelling, and after one day of swelling. Variation of pressure
against volumetric strain (experimental and numerical) from bulk test results of
material B under 0.6% salinity is given in Figure 21. Though variation trends are
roughly the same, there is considerable difference between experimental and
numerical curves in general.

Figure 20.
Comparison of experimental and numerical (Ogden; N = 2) results for compression test for both materials,
before swelling (day zero) and after one-day of swelling.

Figure 21.
Comparison of experimental and numerical (Ogden; N = 2) results for bulk test for material B in low salinity
after 4 days of swelling.
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6.1.1 Mechanical properties

Variation of Young’s modulus, Poisson’s ratio, and shear modulus for the two
materials under 0.6% and 12% salinity over the 30-day swelling period is shown in
Figures 22–24. A reasonable match between experimental and simulation results
can be observed. There are notable differences during days 2 to 7, especially in the
case of higher salinity (12%), but the curves come close to each other upon further
swelling.

Comparison between experimental and numerical results for bulk tests is given
in Figures 25 and 26, for materials A and B respectively. Numerical results are
seriously different from experimental ones in all cases over the 30-day swelling
period. Even in the experimental results, there is serious fluctuation in bulk modu-
lus, as observed and discussed earlier in Section 4. On top of that, it is well known
that the available hyperelastic models are based on shear deformation theory, and
do not include the effect of bulk deformation. This would obviously imply a notable
difference in experimental and simulation results of bulk behavior.

6.1.2 Note

As discussed in detail in Chapter 6, Ogden model (N = 2) is the best one among
the available hyperelastic models for representation of swelling elastomers.

Figure 22.
Comparison of experimental and numerical results for variation of Young’s modulus.

Figure 23.
Comparison of experimental and numerical results for variation of Poisson’s ratio.
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However, as most of the graphs in this section show, even the Ogden model does
not yield results that follow experimental ones closely. In the absence of any other
model, this may be the only choice for numerical simulation, but it is not good
enough. This highlights the need for a new material model that can more closely

Figure 24.
Comparison of experimental and numerical results for variation of shear modulus.

Figure 25.
Comparison of experimental and numerical results for variation of bulk modulus for material A.

Figure 26.
Comparison of experimental and numerical results for variation of bulk modulus for material B.
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capture the actual behavior of swelling elastomers. As described later in Chapter 11,
this new model should include continuum mechanics, diffusion, and thermody-
namics of mixing to account for large deformations in the case of swelling.

7. Conclusions

Experimental and numerical investigation of changes in compressive and bulk
behavior of two water-swelling elastomers has been presented. Tests were carried
out on standard compression and bulk samples (following ASTM standards) before
swelling and after different swelling periods. Elastic modulus and bulk modulus
were experimentally determined under different swelling conditions. Shear modu-
lus and Poisson’s ratio were estimated using isotropic relations. Cross-link chain
density and number average molecular weight were obtained using predictive
equations of polymer structure. Mechanical testing was also modeled and simulated
using the nonlinear finite element package ABAQUS, using Ogden hyperelastic
model with second strain energy potential. Simulation results are somewhat close to
experimental ones in most of the cases. However, there are significant differences in
various other situations. This strengthens the need for a new material model to
more effectively represent the behavior of swelling elastomers.
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