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1. Introduction

Entrepreneurship is a powerful attitude that, in such a way, in the last years, has become a

discipline increasingly transversal to different areas of knowledge, science, and organizations.

We can see some examples like teaching students to acquire principles and tools to start a

successful business, filling a gap in the business school curriculum by addressing start-ups and

small business contexts, motivating and training to obtain an entrepreneurial behavior, devel-

oping communities, and contributing a role to the spread of entrepreneurship across societies

[1]. Promotion of entrepreneurship has a vital role to play in improving the competitiveness of

small business and enhancing employment opportunities [2].

In front of such reality, the entrepreneurship must have a necessity to be operationalized more

and more. The necessity opportunity conjugation represents a reflection source for future

research on the determinants and outcomes of entrepreneurship, helping the researchers to

find a model who works in two cycles, pro-cycle and counter-cycle, to aim more success on

entrepreneurial work, namely, during crisis periods [3].

As a transversal discipline, the entrepreneurship grows in many advances even more interac-

tive than ever, making a research approach to prosocial challenges search to empower people

and increase the economy through new emerging trends such as economic learning, uncer-

tainty, judgment, opportunities, social motivations, and incentives, to continue to offer starting

points and insights for contemporary work [4] and provide the necessary impetus and intel-

lectual basis for human initiatives [2].

The knowledge represents the most important role for entrepreneurship research. This is,

indisputably, a collaborative approach between different sectors of economic activity that links

innovation, learning, and entrepreneurship, helping people and organizations to be better on

this attitude practice [5].
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Therefore, entrepreneurship can be a model for interdisciplinary studies and researches,

increasing dynamism on schools, innovating pedagogical and experiential learning proce-

dures, and approaching generations and communities for change [1].

As a fact, to turn the operative entrepreneurship in academic entrepreneurship brings new

opportunities to universities, and the entrepreneurship models turn more strategic with more

entrepreneurial activities and bring more types of stakeholders, to redesign the entrepreneurial

ecosystems, joining research and transfer activities [6].

Researches in entrepreneurship enhance opportunities and qualities of studies for a global action

[7]; it expanses in an explosive global growth [20] that entrepreneurs involved in innovative

entrepreneurship are more adaptable for growth expectations, with subjective values playing a

direct and indirect role in entrepreneurs’ expectations in an organization growth [8].

Still, according with this author, the entrepreneurial experience duration moderates the rela-

tionship between strategic orientation and confidence in innovation, and it is so stronger for

inexperienced entrepreneurs and experienced entrepreneurs that tend to be more cautious

about their growing expectations.

By the way, small nations grew at a faster rate than developed nations between 2002 and 2013;

this is because the economic globalization and entrepreneurship contribute, day by day, to

growth and development, and this impact shifts from efficiency-driven to innovation-driven

development and mobility that, on the other hand, promotes the investment and the techno-

logical growth, increasing trade and multilateral alliances enhancing global competition [9].

Entrepreneurship has also been a motive for men and women bringing together in equal

opportunities, positioning, and organizational justice, throughout the globe. Education through

entrepreneurship also adds value to people, as well as people being encouraged to help each

other, to seek how to develop the society, and acquire positive values, discouraging the corrup-

tion [10].

Especially women, through the example of friends, family, mentors, and by their own self-

experience, try to give an example of good entrepreneurship through the acquisition of entre-

preneurial competencies. So, the policies that support the gender proximity to increase the

entrepreneurship are an even more reality [11].

Also, the entrepreneurship is more and more technological. Many industries use big data

bases, strongly supported on knowledge capital, for growth through innovation and where

products and processes are often evaluated within knowledge-based frameworks [12].

For example, in medicine, the digital health has been improving the doctor-patient relation

that makes a reduction both in operating costs and in extraordinary costs, and this is harnessed

by digital entrepreneurship that has taken the opportunities to create new good medicine

practices in the development of the relation such as the “Digital Health Innovation Roadmap,”

a digital encompassing model for all medical areas [13].

About this, technology is useful for entrepreneurship; the free open data is a good weapon to

obtain information, increase the entrepreneurship experiences, and cause elevated impact on
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economic growth, innovation, empowerment, and new or improved products and services, in

such a way that open data competitions can benefit and motivate entrepreneurs to participate

in hackathons and start-ups [14].

To get strategies for fostering the entrepreneurial mind-set in students, the use of serious

games is a success case, inside and outside the schools. Virtual reality games help students

acquire entrepreneurial skills as well as enable them to learn how to negotiate by acquiring

decision-making skills. However, for this reality to materialize, it is necessary to obtain the

didactic resources necessary to support different learning strategies [15].

Beyond the future, the entrepreneurship will be sustainable if a mentality change occurs that

concerns dominant approaches to entrepreneurial action [16], central to all business ventur-

ing [17] and very important for academic knowledge development [18] to overcome the

following challenges [19]: learning vs. resources, induction vs. autonomy, and co-alignment vs.

co-creation.

Author details

Sílvio Manuel da Rocha Brito Brito

Address all correspondence to: silvio.brito@ipt.pt

Instituto Politécnico de Tomar, Cátedra de Emprendedores de La Universidad de Salamanca,

Asociación AFIDE, PSIQUE-Ex, Grupo de Investigación en Psicologia de la Universidad de

Extremadura, CITUR – Centro de Investigação em Turismo do Instituto Politécnico de Leiria

References

[1] Kuratko DF, Morris MH. Examining the future trajectory of entrepreneurship. Journal of

Small Business Management. 2018;56:11-23. DOI: 10.1111/jsbm.12364

[2] Ramana V, Prasad B, Guda N. A study on emerging trends in business incubation &

innovation. Small Enterprises Development, Management & Extension (Sedme) Journal.

2018;33(1)

[3] Fairlie R, Fossen F. Opportunity versus Necessity Entrepreneurship: Two Components of

Business Creation. Institute of Labour Economics, Discussion Paper Series N. 112582018.

pp. 1-49

[4] McCaffrey M. Extending the economic foundations of entrepreneurship research. Euro-

pean Management Review. 2017;14:1-9. DOI: 10.1111/emre.12158

[5] Ratten V, Marques CS, Braga V. Knowledge, learning and innovation: Research into cross-

sector collaboration. In: Ratten V, Braga V, Marques C, editors. Knowledge, Learning and

Innovation. Contributions to Management Science. Cham: Springer; 2018. pp. 1-4. DOI:

10.1007/978-3-319-59282-4_1

Introductory Chapter: Entrepreneurship as a Trend and as a Challenge
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.75097

5



[6] Matt M, Schaeffer V. Building entrepreneurial ecosystems conducive to student entrepre-

neurship: New challenges for universities. Journal of Innovation Economics & Manage-

ment. 2018;25(1):9-32. DOI: 10.3917/jie.025.0009

[7] Xu N, Chen Y, Fung A, Chan KC. Contributing forces in entrepreneurship research: A

global citation analysis. Journal of Small Business Management. 2018;56:179-201. DOI:

10.1111/jsbm.12367

[8] Poblete C. Growth expectations through innovative entrepreneurship: The role of subjec-

tive values and duration of entrepreneurial experience. International Journal of Entrepre-

neurial Behavior & Research. 2018;24(1):191-213. DOI: 10.1108/IJEBR-03-2017-0083

[9] Salifou K, Coulibaly C, Erbao T, Mekongcho M. Economic globalization, entrepreneur-

ship, and development. Technological Forecasting and Social Change. 2018;127:271-280.

DOI: 10.1016/j.techfore.2017.09.028

[10] Chowdhury F, Desai S, Audretsch DB. Entrepreneurship: An overview. In: Corruption,

Entrepreneurship, and Social Welfare. Springer Briefs in Entrepreneurship and Innova-

tion. Cham: Springer; 2018. pp. 23-37. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-64916-0_3

[11] Boateng A. A theory for the development of African female entrepreneurship. In: African

Female Entrepreneurship. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan; 2018. pp. 127-139. DOI: 10.1007/

978-3-319-65846-9_5

[12] Hodges NJ, Link AN. Trends in the European textile and apparel industries. In:

Knowledge-Intensive Entrepreneurship. International Studies in Entrepreneurship. Vol. 39.

Cham: Springer; 2018. pp. 29-43. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-68777-3_3

[13] Zajicek H, Meyers A. Digital health entrepreneurship. In: Rivas H, Wac K, editors. Digital

Health. Health Informatics. Cham: Springer; 2018. pp. 271-287. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-

61446-5_19

[14] Kitsios F, Kamariotou M. Open data and high-tech Startups towards nascent entrepre-

neurship strategies. In: Mehdi Khosrow-Pour DBA, editor. Encyclopedia of Information

Science and Technology. 4th ed. Hershey, PA: IGI Global; 2018. pp. 3032-3041. DOI:

10.4018/978-1-5225-2255-3.ch265

[15] Almeida F, Simões J. Serious games in entrepreneurship education. In: Mehdi Khosrow-

Pour DBA, editor. Encyclopedia of Information Science and Technology. 4h ed. IGI

Global: Hershey, PA; 2018. pp. 800-808. DOI: 10.4018/978-1-5225-2255-3.ch069

[16] Muñoz P, Cohen B. Sustainable entrepreneurship research: Taking stock and looking

ahead. Business Strategy and the Environment. 2017;27:1-23. DOI: 10.1002/bse.2000

[17] Lerner D, Hunt R, Dimov D. Action! Moving beyond the intendedly-rational logics of

entrepreneurship. Journal of Business Venturing. 2018;33(1):52-69. DOI: 10.1016/j.jbusvent.

2017.10.002

[18] Leal-Millán A, Peris-Ortiz M, Leal-Rodríguez AL. The route towards sustainable innova-

tion and entrepreneurship: An overview. In: Leal-Millan A, Peris-Ortiz M, Leal-Rodríguez

Entrepreneurship - Trends and Challenges6



A, editors. Sustainability in Innovation and Entrepreneurship. Innovation, Technology,

and Knowledge Management. Cham: Springer; 2018. pp. 1-9. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-

57318-2_1

[19] Schmitt A, Raisch S, Volberda HW. Strategic renewal: Past research, theoretical tensions

and future challenges. International Journal of Management Reviews. 2018;20:81-98. DOI:

10.1111/ijmr.12117

[20] Hornsby JS, Messersmith J, Rutherford M, Simmons S. Entrepreneurship everywhere:

Across campus, across communities, and across Borders. Journal of Small Business Man-

agement. 2018;56:4-10. DOI: 10.1111/jsbm.12386

Introductory Chapter: Entrepreneurship as a Trend and as a Challenge
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.75097

7




