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Abstract

Changing climates threaten the habitats and ecosystems at variable extents throughout the 
world. Forests are unique habitats and ecosystems that are vulnerable by the consequences 
of climate change. The climate change causes disturbances, alterations. and shifting on 
the forests that can be diagnosed at the tree and stand scales, as well as can be monitored 
and analyzed at the landscape scale. Furthermore, some recent researches concentrate on 
conveying the forest tree and stand-level shifting and disturbances to the forest landscape 
level by upscaling. In this study, the climate change impacts on the forest landscapes; prin-
cipally, the disturbances including the drought-induced mortality, growth and produc-
tivity failures, and insect outbreaks are evaluated. Secondarily, climate change-induced 
alterations of the forest species distributions and forest landscape compositions, dynamics 
of the forest biodiversity, and tree migrations are discussed by focusing particularly on the 
relatively recent advances involving the modeling procedures. Ultimately, monitoring the 
climate change-driven shifting phenology of the forest landscape through the remote sens-
ing techniques is referred in this study. Moreover, the study examples dependent upon 
the climate-ecological modeling and satellite data assessment of the forest landscapes 
throughout the world are also referenced. The landscape-scale assessment of the climate 
change impacts on the forest ecosystems provides integrated and comprehensive approach 
toward the proposal of sustainable mitigations and solutions to the phenomenon.

Keywords: landscape ecology, ecological models, leaf area index (LAI), biodiversity, 
tree migration, remote sensing techniques

1. Introduction

Earth’s climate had experienced natural alterations due to changes in the solar radiation and 

atmospheric, oceanic, and terrestrial forces, drivers, and components over the past centuries [1]. 
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However, the anthropogenic effects have triggered the recent climate change since particularly 
the twentieth century. The emissions of the greenhouse gases, primarily the carbon dioxide 
that exceeded their average concentrations in the atmosphere, have led to the gradual warming 
of the earth’s surface. Therefore, the biogeochemical processes have been influenced by this 
change in the climate. The biogeochemical processes have in turn affected the climate contribut-
ing its change [2]. Hence, terrestrial ecosystems play an important role in the climate change 
processes as these ecosystems are significantly vulnerable from the consequences of climate 
change. Among those terrestrial ecosystems, forest landscapes constitute the major part that 
is both influencing the climate change and being influenced by the consequences of climate 
change [3].

Forest landscape consists of the total forest ecosystem within the field of vision that is either com-
prehended by the naked eyes and/or can be observed through technological instruments and 
remote sensing techniques. Autumn and winter sceneries from the forest landscapes in Western 
Black Sea Region of Turkey can be seen in Figure 1. The interactions between the forest land-
scapes and climate are rather intensive and complex principally by means of biogeochemical and 
hydrological cycles. Basically, climate is effective in the process of exchanging minerals among 
the plant, soil, and water due to their interactions. Indeed, the forest landscapes are unique eco-
systems that are also vulnerable to the climate-induced natural and anthropogenic disturbances. 
For instance, in particular for the energy-limited environments, increasing temperatures stimu-
late the photosynthetic and metabolic activities of the forest trees urging their primary produc-
tivity and leading them to deposit more carbon that is sequestrated from their environment [4]. 

Figure 1. Autumn and winter sceneries from forest landscapes in Western Black Sea Region of Turkey (Photos by Melih 
Öztürk).
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This situation makes the consequences of the forest fires more devastating, primarily from the 
point of releasing huge amounts of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere. On the other hand, the leaf 

carbon uptake reduces suddenly when the maximum temperature limit occurs [4].

The leaves of the trees are also included into the primary products of the forest landscapes. 

Hence, increasing temperatures stimulate the growth and amount of the leaves, which are 

also indicated by some vegetation parameters [5]. Leaf area index (LAI) is one of those vegeta-

tion parameters, defined as the one-sided area of the canopy leaves over the projected crown 
area of that canopy [1]. The LAI plays a key role on determining the level of the growth and 

productivity as well as on the hydrology of the forest ecosystems [6]. Indeed, the increasing 

LAI leads to the increment in the evapotranspiration rate to some extent [7]. Therefore, LAI 

is used as a key parameter in order to predict climate change impact on the growth, produc-

tivity, and hydrology of the forest landscape. On the other hand, the temperature-induced 

increasing metabolic activity of the forest trees triggers their roots to absorb more nutrients 

and water from the soil [8]. The water absorbed from the soil is eventually lost to the atmo-

sphere through evapotranspiration [9]. As long as this water deficiency could not be met by 
the precipitation, drought stress occurs for the forest trees under the warming temperatures.

The climate change-induced forest landscape disturbances do primarily involve biome destruc-

tion, habitat isolation, and insect invasion. Furthermore, the climate change is able to transform 

landscape ecology, enhance or reduce photosynthetic activity, interrupt carbon balance, disrupt 

hydrology and biodiversity, and shift the phenology of the forest ecosystems. Furthermore, 

land use conversions may be triggered within the forest landscapes as consequences of climate 

change. On the other hand, the developments and new techniques are introduced in order to 

monitor and assess the direct and indirect impacts of climate change on the forest landscape. 

Hence, improvements toward those assessments are discussed together with the new modeling 

procedures within the scope of this study.

2. Methodology and overall studies

The scientific literature that concentrates and reviews the integrated climate change and for-

est landscape studies and researches is evaluated and discussed within the concept of this 

chapter. The world’s climate has been changing particularly for the recent decades and is pro-

jected to change in the future. Climate change models especially for the forest landscapes and 

basins are proposed by the recent researchers. Spatial and temporal explicit landscape ecol-

ogy models that consider patch-corridor-matrix interactions are produced [10]. Hydrological 

models and associated nutrient cycle models compatible with these climate change models 

are adapted also for the forest landscapes. Besides, ecological and biodiversity models that 

project lateral and vertical distribution of the forest species are developed. Moreover, spatially 

and temporally dynamic land use models are generated regarding the possible land use con-

versions and reorganization of the forest landscapes. In addition, innovative remote sensing 

techniques determine the leaf area index (LAI) of the forest landscapes to acquire their phe-

nological and ecophysiological dynamics. These dynamics can be obtained through spatial 
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and temporal analyses of the satellite data under the recent climate change phenomenon and 

under the prospective climate change scenarios. The LAI can also be indirectly observed and 

analyzed beneath and just above the canopy through some technological instruments. There 

are studies conducted for the forest landscapes within the continental scale such as done for 

Europe [11] and within watershed scale in Turkey [12]. There are also landscape-scale model-

ing attempts for simulating the dynamics of Oregon (USA) and Alpine (Austria) forest ecosys-

tems [13]. The usage of the LAI parameter in order to define the impact of climate change is 
gaining importance particularly during the silviculture applications [14].

3. Warming climate

Climate warming indicates the increase in the average annual, seasonal, or monthly tempera-

tures. The warming trends in the climate can be encountered at the local, regional, landscape, 

and global scales. According to the IPCC reports, global temperature is predicted to increase 

between 2 and 4°C especially for the second half of this century and is projected to increase 

toward the next century [15]. Future climate scenarios indicate the heat increases and associ-

ated droughts at the regional and global scales. The forest landscapes suffer the warming effects 
of the climate generally in the form of the drought stress and water deficiency. The warming 
climate is projected to cause the snow, constitute smaller fraction within the total precipitation 

which means lower snowpack water storage, and alert for possible summer water deficiency 
[16]. The summer water shortages particularly imply the drought stress posing threat for the 

forest trees, stands, and ecosystem.

The role of the forest ecosystems in order to produce microclimate and climate moderating capac-

ity cannot be ignored for diagnosing and understanding climate change impacts on the forest 

landscapes. For the subalpine and temperate zones of the Swiss forest landscapes, the long-term 

moderating capacity of the forest canopy reached to 3.3°C being higher below the dense canopy 

and particularly during the spring when the vegetation period initiated [14]. Climate warming 

influences the density of the forest canopy and thereby affects the regeneration potential of the 
forests and the sustainability of the forest landscapes.

3.1. Climate warming and drought stress assessment

Climate change directly puts pressure on these forest ecosystems such as in the form of heat 

increase and drought stress within the landscape. Increasing temperatures stimulate the 

evapotranspiration leading to the water loss from the forest soil. The over loss of water from 

the soil results in the deficiency of soil moisture unless it is met by the precipitation. The long-
term soil moisture deficiency alarms the first signals of drought within the forest ecosystem. 
As is known, the tree roots absorb water and uptake the nutrients dissolved in that water. The 

soil moisture deficiency restricts the nutrient uptake of the forest trees, which then handicaps 
the forest growth and productivity and disrupts the landscape health. The prolonged drought 

may have direct or indirect impacts on the species distribution and composition, biodiversity, 

net primary productivity, and faunal wildlife of the forest ecosystems [17].
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The long-term climate warming stimulates the photosynthetic and metabolic activity of the for-

est trees extending their vegetation periods. The extended vegetation periods allow the forest 

trees to sequestrate more carbon and nutrients within their plant organs. Although the concen-

tration of the carbon allocated by the forest tree leaves can be negligible compared to the concen-

tration in the stem [18], outlasting leaves lose more water by transpiration leading to the drier 

soils. The sustained dry soils cause physiological stress particularly for the water-demanding 

forest tree species.

The studies emphasize the severity of drought in particular at the Western [19] and Southwestern 

[20] United States forest landscapes. According to a synthesis of the studies about the drought 

impacts on the forest dynamics, structure, and biodiversity, the hydrothermal surplus and defi-

cit values are generally referred in order to anticipate the severity of the droughts [19]. They 

also mentioned about the developed models that would project the forest responses to those 

drought impacts. Forest landscape models focus on the drought impacts as well as the land use 

impacts on the forest ecosystems [19]. Additionally, ecological modeling procedures for project-

ing the land use dynamics and associated hydrological responses under the climate scenarios 

are proposed [21]. Recently, one of these modeling applications involve simulation of the forest 

stand dynamics and land use conversions in order to predict watershed water budget [21].

3.2. Assessment of climate change impacts on forest growth, yield, and productivity

The productivity of the forest landscape is particularly dependent upon the basic environ-

mental factors including the light, water, temperature, and site nutrients [6]. These are the 

main drivers that influence ecophysiology of the forest trees and determine the forest land-

scape health. Since the temperature and radiation stimulate the forest growth, climate warm-

ing especially favors the net primary production (NPP). Most of the studies that focus on the 

interactions between the climate change and forest productivity have indicated the positive 

trend of the forest productivity with the climate change [22]. The carbon dioxide is the main 

determinant factor for such trends. Generally, forests tend to occupy the warmer climates 

[22]. Leaf area index is used as an indicator of forest growth and productivity and can be used 

for determining the distribution gradients of the forest tree species [12].

The basic assessment methodology of the forest growth response to climate change at the indi-

vidual tree and species level is correlating the climate data with the tree-ring width and the 

diameter at breast height (DBH) measurements. Thus, the effects of increasing or decreasing 
temperatures, water abundancy or deficit on the tree-ring width changes, and tree radial growth 
alterations are to some extent analyzed and predicted. The tree-ring width measurements are con-

ducted with the integrated precise instruments and software technologies. Besides, tapes, digital 

calipers, compasses, and more recently the laser technology serve for the DBH measurements.

The collected individual tree radial growth data provide establishment of a measured tree net-

work at the forest species and stand levels. These forest species and stand-level data together with 

the climate data can be represented within the regional, landscape, or global scales using defi-

nite geo-statistical techniques of geographical information system (GIS) applications. Thereby, 

the spatial impacts of climate change on the growth and productivity of the forest landscapes 
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are explicitly displayed thanks to the digital maps. Consequently, the validity of all these forest 

landscape data is able to be tested and analyzed dependent upon the comparison with the satel-

lite data using the remote sensing techniques.

There are many studies in the literature that focus on the climate change impacts on the forest 

growth and productivity. Based on the tree-ring width calculation of variable forest species, a 

dendroecological study concluded that the northern limestone Alpine forest landscapes had 

overall been robust to the climate change [23]. The study insisted that the fir had relatively 
been drought-tolerant species compatible with climate change, whereas spruce had been the 

most sensitive species to the drought [23].

3.3. Climate change impacts on forest species distribution, biodiversity, and tree 

migration

Climate is a significant driving factor for the distribution of the forest species throughout the 
landscapes. Therefore, biodiversity of the forest landscapes differ based on the alterations 
among the regional climates [24]. Moreover, dependent upon their climatological require-

ments; primarily upon the temperature and precipitation tolerability limits, forest trees tend 

to migrate toward either warmer or colder altitudes or regions. Climate change impacts on 

the distribution and biodiversity of the forest species are evaluated and analyzed at different 
spatial scales ranging from individual trees to communities and biomes [25]. The biodiversity 

of the forest landscapes is affected by the climate change and in turn feedback the climate, 
encouraging the possible changes [25]. Climate change and land use lead to large shifts in 

biodiversity within the forest landscapes [25]. The rapid and extreme large shifts will be expe-

rienced especially at the ecotones of the semiarid landscapes [26]. One of those landscape-

scale large shifts occurred in the 1950s at the Northern New Mexico where forest patches 

had become fragmented due to drought-induced mortality of ponderosa pines [26]. Possible 

global warming induces the treeline shift to the upper altitudes and toward the higher lati-

tudes [27]. Such as the treeline shift, climate change has pronounced impacts on the forest 

tree migration, which is not only related with the genetic characteristics of the species but also 

considerably associated with the environmental conditions of the forest landscape.

4. Modeling and simulation procedures

Conceptual or numerical modeling and simulation procedures provide integrative comprehen-

sion of the forest ecosystems and natural landscape environment. In the recent years, climate 

change models are the basis for simulating and projecting the climate change impacts on the for-

est landscapes. Climate change models are particularly based on the atmospheric carbon dioxide 

concentration change scenarios [28]. The early modeling studies that concentrated on the assess-

ment of the climate change impacts on the forest landscapes date back to almost 30 years ago. 

However, up to date, then, functions of the models had broadly been dependent upon solely to 

the climate, almost ignoring the tree physiology and other ecological and environmental factors 

such as soil characteristics, pests, pathogens, etc. [28]. Indeed, climate may not be only deter-

minant, for instance, to simulate the tree species distribution throughout the forest landscapes.
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The developments in the assessment of climate change impacts on the forest landscapes thank 

to two major procedures; implementation of modeling-simulation methods and applica-

tion of remote sensing techniques. Modeling procedures principally involve the simulation 

of drought-induced stresses and phenological and physiological responses to these stresses. 

Consequently, the forest tree growth and productivity, disturbances, mortality and diebacks, 

tree migration, redistribution of the species composition, biodiversity alterations, pest and 

pathogen invasions, and harms are all modeled under the changing climates and related 

scenarios.

4.1. Drought stress, wind disturbance, growth, productivity, and tree mortality 

models

Climate change-induced drought and heat stress could shift the tree species composition, for-

est structure, and geographical distribution of forest landscapes in many regions [29]. The 

drought essentially causes tree mortality and disruption of patches within the forest landscapes. 

Therefore, the spatial heterogeneity within these drier forest landscapes impairs regeneration 

and provokes associated subsequent disturbances [30].

The wind damage to the forest trees is one of the severe disturbances within the forest patches 

[31]. In order to simulate the impacts of wind disturbances on the forest ecosystems, a process-

based model was developed and coupled with the iLand (landscape simulation model), where 

the level of disturbance was accounted on the individual trees and on forest structure dynami-

cally [32]. The model was tested for simulating windstorm damage on a forest landscape of 

Sweden, showing that the predicted results were highly compatible with the satellite-driven 

data [32]. The model was then improved in order to analyze its response to the bark beetle dis-

turbances in a forest landscape under the +4°C climate warming, which is predicted to increase 

the disturbed area almost threefold [33]. One of the fundamental models that intend to assess 

the impacts of global changes on the growth and productivity of the forest landscapes is the 

forest growth model (3-PG) [34]. Referring to the satellite data, the physiologically based pro-

cess model is used to simulate the response of maximum periodic annual increment (PAI) of 

forests to the climate change scenarios [34].

Drought stress has direct impacts on the forest landscape dynamics. Out of the models, LANDIS-II, 

the forest landscape disturbance and succession model, come into prominence that it is used for 

the analysis of the landscape dynamics [35]. Other empirical models can serve to this forest land-

scape disturbance and succession model [35]. One of the studies with the LANDIS-II revealed 

that the drought stress had affected species composition and total biomass in a forest landscape 
of Wisconsin (USA) [35]. They indicated that the forest tree species had responded to the length 

of the drought rather than the severity of that drought. The results of the model emphasized the 

significance of drought on the forest dynamics simulation and carbon storage [35].

The tree mortality may emerge based upon the climate change-induced drought-heat stress and 

associated ecophysiological failures, pest and pathogen outbreaks, and fires [29]. The realistic 

assessment of tree mortality within the forest landscapes should not be solely dependent upon 

the basic climate-tree mortality interaction models but also be supported with field observations. 
A review of these models can be seen in Table 1.
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4.2. Models of climate change impacts on species distribution, biodiversity, and tree 

migration

According to a study, the species distribution and biodiversity models that respond to the cli-

mate change impacts are summarized until then [25]. The summary indicates that the initiation 

of these models dates back to the 1990s. The global climate models that indicate the climatic 

drivers of the forest species distribution and biodiversity assisted the biodiversity models at 

the stand or landscape scales. Out of these models, the Mapped Atmosphere-Plant-Soil System 

(MAPSS) that simulates interactions between the biosphere and atmosphere regarding the 

climate change impacts dates back to 1995 [36]. The model capable of projecting forest distri-

bution considers vegetation parameters such as leaf area index (LAI) and stomatal conduc-

tance in order to compute the hydrological balance within the landscape [36]. The equilibrium 

MAPSS model together with the dynamic MCI model that is an integrated version of MAPSS 

and CENTURY models were used in a study to simulate the biogeographical distribution of 

the vegetation across the US landscapes [37]. According to the findings of the study, a mod-

erate rising of the temperature led to the denser vegetation and more carbon sequestration, 

whereas a large temperature rising resulted in large vegetation shifts and carbon losses [37].

Model name Focal task References

3-PG (physiologically based process 

model)

Forest growth and productivity modeling Coops and Waring [34]

MAPSS (Mapped Atmosphere-Plant-

Soil System)

Vegetation (including forest) density and 

distribution modeling

Neilson [36] and Bachelet et al. 

[37]

MCI (combination of MAPSS and 

CENTURY)

Dynamic global biogeography projection Bachelet et al. [37]

DISTRIB (empirical model) Forest community distribution simulation Iverson and Prasad [38]

DISTRIB and SHIFT (spatially  

explicit cell-based model)

Predicting colonization potential across 

fragmented landscape and tree migration

Prasad et al. [39]

FVS (forest vegetation simulator) Landscape forest dynamics: stand 

dynamics, species composition, growth, 

and yield

Crookston et al. [41]

iLand (individual-based biodiversity 

model using empirical response 

functions)

Forest landscape biodiversity modeling: 

tree, ground cover, insect, and beetle 

biodiversity projection

Seidl et al. [13] and Thom et al. 

[42]

TreeMig (spatially explicit-dynamic 

forest landscape model)

Tree migration prediction, considering 

landscape patterns, reproduction, growth, 
competition, and mortality

Lischke et al. [43] and Nabel 

et al. [44]

LANDIS-II (spatially interactive  

forest landscape model)

Tree species migration, growth, mortality, 

succession, disturbance, and drought stress 

modeling

Scheller and Mladenoff [45] and 

Gustafson and Sturtevant [35]

LANDIS PRO (regional-scale forest 

landscape model)

Forest composition change due to 

population dynamics, dispersal, and 

harvest

Wang et al. [46]

Table 1. Models for assessing climate change impacts on forest landscapes.
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The modeling approaches at the tree species and forest community levels have also become 

prevalent. An empirical model DISTRIB that relies on regression tree analysis was introduced 

in order to propose potential future distributions and suitable habitats for 80 forest tree species 

at the Eastern US landscapes under the climate change scenarios [38]. They predicted that the 

climatic change would have led to the slight increment in the tree species richness across the 

landscapes while maples, beeches, and birches would have lost most of their areas under all 

the climate change scenarios [38]. More than a decade later, the DISTRIB model was applied 

again for the Eastern United Sates forest landscapes under the future climate change scenarios 

[39]. They incorporated a spatially explicit cell-based SHIFT model to anticipate the coloniza-

tion potential of the multiple tree species under the current fragmented habitats and notably 

the dominance potential of the oaks within the forest landscapes in order to inquire suitable 

habitats under the influence of the climate change [39]. The integrated model was successful in 

estimating the colonization potential, proposing that a narrow area of the suitable habitats for 

oaks would likely be occupied within 100 years [39].

Modeling the treeline shifts assists the scientific knowledge around the comprehension of the 
impact of climate change at the landscape scale and serves to develop forest landscape man-

agement proposals under the possible impacts. According to a study that produced spatiotem-

poral model for the treeline dominated by mountain pine at the Northern Calcareous Alps in 

Austria, the spread of the trees was slow due to the low growth rates and long generation terms 

[27]. On the other hand, in order to assess the uncertainty about the models of climate change 

effects on tree range distributions, eight models involving the ones of niche-based, process-
based, growth index, and dynamic global vegetation were compared [40]. The study concluded 

that the model conflicts particularly originated from the rising carbon dioxide assumptions, 
whereas the models reconcile for the range contraction of Scots pine and for the range expan-

sion of some Mediterranean tree species [40]. In a study, forest vegetation simulator (FVS) 

was adapted to respond to the effects of possible climate change accounting the regeneration, 
growth, mortality, and climate-induced genetic reactions [41]. According to the projections of 

the FVS model, the tree mortality tended to influence the stand dynamics within the landscape 
of the Western USA proposing the need for introducing new model as Climate-FVS [41].

Some of the recent models that intend to simulate the climate change impacts on forest land-

scape biodiversity not only project the disturbance of tree species but also predict the diversity 

of ground cover vegetation and insects. The iLand model is one of those complicated forest 

landscape biodiversity models that simulated the climate change impacts on the tree cover and 

composition change together with the responses of other organisms including the ground veg-

etation, spiders, beetles, and insects [42]. The model investigated the effects of the disturbance 
regime in a national park of Austria, indicating that the increasing frequency and severity of 

the disturbance had overall been beneficial for the mountainous landscape biodiversity [42].

Difficulty in modeling the forest tree migration under the climate change scenarios arises depen-

dent principally upon the complexity of the vegetation and site parameters. One of the tree 

migration models at the landscape level is the TreeMig which is a dynamic and spatially explicit 

forest landscape model considering the reproduction, growth, competition, and mortality of the 

forest trees [43]. The model was tested for the Alpine landscape of Valais, Switzerland, where 
sudden and severe temperature declines led to rapid forest diebacks and rising temperatures 

Advances in the Assessment of Climate Change Impact on the Forest Landscape
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.72714

175



retarded the species colonization [43]. The forest landscape model, TreeMig, was capable of 

producing landscape patterns as a result of endogenous and exogenous factors [43]. The 

TreeMig forest landscape model was then modified to simulate northward migration of the 
European hop hornbeams along the fragmented and climatically variable Alpine landscapes of 

Switzerland [44]. They concluded that the interannual climatic changes had significantly influ-

enced the migration potential of the European hop hornbeam trees [44]. Another model that can 

simulate the forest tree species migration, growth, succession, and mortality under the influ-

ence of particularly the climate change, landscape fragmentation, and interspecific competition 
is the LANDIS-II [45]. In a study at the northern Wisconsin of the USA, the LANDIS-II was 

applied to inquire the aboveground biomass change and multiple forest tree species migration 

[45]. According to the results of their simulation, the landscape fragmentation obstructed the 

forest tree species migration and range expansion [45]. The regional-scale version of the previ-

ous model, LANDIS PRO, was run from 2000 to 2300 in order to account for the forest species 

composition changes due to multiple climate change scenarios and regarding the succession 

and harvest processes within the Central Hardwood Region of the USA [46]. The LANDIS PRO 

model predicted that the forest composition had tended toward xeric species rather than mesic 

species for the regional landscape [46].

5. Remote sensing techniques for assessing climate change impact 

on forest landscape

The assessment of the climate change impacts on the forest landscapes particularly concentrated 

on the two issues: modeling and remote sensing techniques. The remote sensing technique is 

used to monitor the forest growth, productivity, canopy height, and biomass over the past 

30 years [47]. The usage of these techniques for the assessment of the impact of climate change 

on the forest productivity and growth has been gaining prevalence for the last decades in par-

ticular [22]. The remote sensing techniques allow the assessment of climate change impacts on 

the forest landscapes through monitoring the climate change-induced postfire impacts, shift-
ing phenology of the forests trees, ecophysiological responses of the forest landscapes to the 

climate change, and growth and productivity measurements using the satellite data.

The forest disturbances in the landscape scale are particularly monitored through these tech-

niques. These monitoring processes and procedures have intensively concentrated on the 

vegetation changes and responses to those disturbances. Forest landscape composition is also 

affected by the disturbances triggered by the climate change. These disturbances involve the 
harms caused by the insect outbreaks and windthrows. The remote sensing techniques are rela-

tively able to predict the level of such disturbances. Therefore, these techniques are frequently 

referred in the researches that investigate the impacts of climate change on the forest landscapes.

5.1. Remote sensing of climate change-induced shifting phenology

The air temperature is generally estimated to increase with the ascending altitude, based 

on the principle of lapse rate that generally ranges between 0.4 and 1°C per 100 m.a.s.l. [48]. 

The phenology and ecophysiology of the forest landscape are directly influenced by this air 
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temperature alternating along the altitudinal gradients. Hence, the phenological stages of 

the forest landscapes including principally the foliation processes; budburst, leaf onset, leaf 

expansion, and defoliation processes; senescence, discoloration, leaf fall are driven primarily 

by the climate. Consequently, any change in the climate is possibly to shift the timing of all 

these phenological processes and patterns.

The remote sensing techniques supply the spatial and temporal monitoring of these pheno-

logical stages and patterns of the forest landscape. The relatively key parameter in order to 
analyze these spatiotemporal changes is normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) [47]. 

There have been global studies which concentrated on analyzing the climate change effects of 
alternating the phenology of the overall vegetation based on their NDVI data [49]. However, 

the satellite-based data should be validated with the ground-based data. By comparing the 

field data with the satellite data, a study tried to validate the land surface phenology of the 
mixed temperate forest at the landscape scale [50]. They used MODIS (moderate-resolution 

imaging spectroradiometer) and enhanced vegetation index (EVI) in order to inquire phenol-

ogy along the springs of 2008 and 2009 [50]. The budburst stages were successfully derived by 

the satellite data which were also compatible with the ground-based data [50].

The insect injuries are relatively the major disturbances emerging as a consequence of climate 

change. In order to map the forest landscape composition following the post-disturbance by 

spruce beetle, a study used Landsat satellite data together with an image processing tool [51]. 

As a result of the study, they concluded that their percent canopy cover model could approxi-

mately predict the observed values [51]. The multipurpose vegetation parameter, LAI, is also 

used as indicator during the remote sensing studies with the purpose of assessing the climate 

change impacts and associated disturbance impacts on the forest landscapes [52, 53]. The tree 

mortality rates due to the heat-induced and greenhouse gases can be alerted for a possible cli-

mate change [54]. Drought-induced forest diebacks may occur, which can be detected by the 

satellite data indicating the change in the landscape color [55]. Hence, a study used Landsat 

imagery in order to detect drought-induced tree mortality in the forest landscape of Central 

Texas (USA) [55]. Furthermore, the usage of unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) is among the novel 

and emerging technologies and techniques [56] that can practically be used for monitoring the 

phenology and ecophysiology of the forest landscapes affected by the climate change [57].

6. Conclusions and recommendations

Climate change not only influences mechanisms of the forest ecosystems but also directly 
or indirectly triggers extreme events such as landslides altering the physical structure of the 

forest landscapes [58]. Therefore, climate change impacts on the forest landscapes should 

be considered and handled in a broader scale involving forecast of the possible subsequent 

disturbances and estimate of the ecosystem’s adaptation potential. Hence, the determination 

of the adaptive capacity of the forest landscapes is particularly significant from the point of 
developing sustainable management proposals for these fragile landscapes [59]. The studies 

referred in this study not only suggest the existing climate change-associated die-offs, insect 
and pathogen invasions, and outbreaks but also warn for the future vulnerability to climate-

induced tree mortality, physiological stresses, land use transformations, etc.
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On the other hand, climate change is a phenomenon influencing the urban forest environment 
as well as the natural forest resources and landscapes. Although the climate change prevails 
within both the urban and rural environments, the warm air originating particularly from the 
human-induced urban heat islands rather affects forest landscapes closer to the urban fringes. 
Therefore, climate change impacts on forests should not only be addressed within the stand 
level but also be handled and mitigated at the landscape scale. Consequently, the sustainable 
forest landscape management objectives could be achieved under the recent and potential 
climate change phenomenon.

The ecological models for the optimum management of the forest landscapes should be devel-
oped and advanced in order to account and anticipate even the latent consequences of the 
climate change together with the pronounced and apparent impacts. It is suggested that the 
future model projections about the disturbance regimes on the carbon balance would assist 
forest management [60]. These models should also indispensably be integrated with the con-
tinuous spatial and temporal monitoring procedures of remote sensing techniques based on 
satellite data and aerial photographs. However, the models that lack field observations and val-
idations are somehow pending questions and uncertainties about thoroughly assessment of the 
climate change impacts on the forest landscapes. In addition, it is necessary that the indepen-
dently conducted local and regional studies and researches should be conveyed and gathered 
for the sake of supporting the global knowledge store on climate change and forest landscapes.

Author details

Melih Öztürk1*, Şahin Palta2 and Ercan Gökyer1

*Address all correspondence to: melihozturk@bartin.edu.tr

1 Faculty of Forestry, Department of Landscape Architecture, Division of Landscape 
Techniques, Bartın University, Bartın, Turkey

2 Faculty of Forestry, Department of Forest Engineering, Division of Watershed 
Management, Bartın University, Bartın, Turkey

References

[1] Bonan GB. Ecological Climatology: Concepts and Applications. 2nd ed. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press; 2008

[2] Hannah L. Climate Change Biology. 2nd ed. London, UK: Elsevier Academic Press; 2015

[3] Settele J, Scholes R, Betts R, Bunn S, Leadley P, Nepstad D, Overpeck JT, Taboada MA.  
Terrestrial and inland water systems. In: Field CB, Barros VR, Dokken DJ, Mach KJ, 
Mastrandrea MD, Bilir TE, Chatterjee M, Ebi KL, Estrada YO, Genova RC, Girma B, 
Kissel ES, Levy AN, MacCracken S, Mastrandrea PR, White LL, editors. Climate Change: 

New Perspectives in Forest Science178



Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects. Contribution 
of Working Group II to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. Cambridge, UK/New York, USA: Cambridge University Press; 2014. 
pp. 271-359

[4] Waring RH, Running SW. Forest Ecosystems: Analysis at Multiple Scales. 3rd ed. Croydon, 
UK: Elsevier Academic Press; 2007

[5] Öztürk M, Bolat İ, Ergün A. Influence of air-soil temperature on leaf expansion and 
LAI of Carpinus betulus trees in a temperate urban forest patch. Agricultural and Forest 
Meteorology. 2015;200:185-191. DOI: 10.1016/j.agrformet.2014.09.014

[6] Landsberg JJ, Sands P. Physiological Ecology of Forest Production: Principles, Processes 
and Models. Vol. 4. Boston, USA: Elsevier Academic Press; 2011

[7] Öztürk M, Copty N, Saysel AK. Sensitivity of the hydrodynamics model to leaf area index 
and root depth, case study: Bartın spring watershed (Turkey). In: (Proceedings Book) 
International Conference on Natural Science and Engineering (ICNASE’16); March 19-20, 
2016, Kilis, Turkey

[8] Perry DA, Oren R, Hart SC. Forest Ecosystems. 2nd ed. Maryland, USA: The Johns 
Hopkins University Press; 2008

[9] Chang M. Forest Hydrology: An Introduction to Water and Forests. 2nd ed. Florida, 
USA: CRC Press/Taylor & Francis Group; 2006

[10] Turner MG, Gardner RH. Landscape Ecology in Theory and Practice: Pattern and 
Process. 2nd ed. New York, USA: Springer Science + Business Media; 2015

[11] Lindner M, Maroschek M, Netherer S, Kremer A, Barbati A, Garcia-Gonzalo J, Seidl R,  
Delzon S, Corona P, Kolström M, Lexer MJ, Marchetti M. Climate change impacts, ada-
ptive capacity, and vulnerability of European forest ecosystems. Forest Ecology and 
Manage ent. 2010;259:698-709. DOI: 10.1016/j.foreco.2009.09.023

[12] Öztürk M, Bolat İ, Gökyer E, Kara Ö. Growth gradients of multi-aged pure oriental beech 
stands along the altitudinal gradients within a mesoscale watershed landscape. Applied 
Ecology and Environmental Research. 2016;14(4):101-119. DOI: 10.15666/aeer/1404_101119

[13] Seidl R, Rammer W, Scheller RM, Spies TA. An individual-based process model to simu-
late landscape-scale forest ecosystem dynamics. Ecological Modelling. 2012;231:87-100. 
DOI: 10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2012.02.015

[14] von Arx G, Pannatier EG, Thimonier A, Rebetez M. Microclimate in forests with varying 
leaf area index and soil moisture: Potential implications for seedling establishment in a 
changing climate. Journal of Ecology. 2013;101:1201-1213. DOI: 10.1111/1365-2745.12121

[15] Field CB, Barros VR, Mach KJ, Mastrandrea MD, van Aalst M, Adger WN, Arent DJ,  
Barnett J, Betts R, Bilir TE, Birkmann J, Carmin J, Chadee DD, Challinor AJ, Chatterjee M, 
Cramer W, Davidson DJ, Estrada YO, Gattuso J-P, Hijioka Y, Hoegh-Guldberg O, Huang HQ,  
Insarov GE, Jones RN, Kovats RS, Romero-Lankao P, Larsen JN, Losada IJ, Marengo JA, 

Advances in the Assessment of Climate Change Impact on the Forest Landscape
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.72714

179



McLean RF, Mearns LO, Mechler R, Morton JF, Niang I, Oki T, Olwoch JM, Opondo M, 
Poloczanska ES, Pörtner H-O, Redsteer MH, Reisinger A, Revi A, Schmidt DN, Shaw MR,  
Solecki W, Stone DA, Stone JMR, Strzepek KM, Suarez AG, Tschakert P, Valentini R, 
Vicuña S, Villamizar A, Vincent KE, Warren R, White LL, Wilbanks TJ, Wong PP, Yohe GW.  
Technical summary. In: Field CB, Barros VR, Dokken DJ, Mach KJ, Mastrandrea MD, Bilir TE,  
Chatterjee M, Ebi KL, Estrada YO, Genova RC, Girma B, Kissel ES, Levy AN, Mac 
Cracken S, Mastrandrea PR, White LL, editors. Climate Change: Impacts, Adaptation, 
and Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects. Contribution of Working Group 
II to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 
Cambridge, U.K/New York, USA: Cambridge University Press; 2014. pp. 35-94

[16] Luce CH, Vose JM, Pederson N, Campbell J, Millar C, Kormos P, Woods R. Contributing 
factors for drought in United States forest ecosystems under projected future climates 
and their uncertainty. Forest Ecology and Management. 2016;380:299-308. DOI: 10.1016/j.
foreco.2016.05.020

[17] Gustafson EJ, Shinneman DJ. Approaches to modeling landscape-scale drought-induced 
forest mortality. In: Perera AH, Sturtevant BR, Buse LJ, editors. Simulation Modeling of 
Forest Landscape Disturbances. Switzerland: Springer International Publishing; 2015. 
pp. 45-71. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-19809-5_3

[18] Pretzsch H. Forest Dynamics: Growth and Yield. Berlin: Springer-Verlag; 2009

[19] Clark JS, Iverson L, Woodall CW, Allen CD, Bell DM, Bragg DC, D’amato AW, Davis FW,  
Hersh MH, Ibanez I, Jackson ST, Matthews S, Pederson N, Peters M, Schwartz MW, 
Waring KM, Zimmermann NE. The impacts of increasing drought on forest dynamics, 
structure, and biodiversity in the United States. Global Change Biology. 2016;22:2329-
2352. DOI: 10.1111/gcb.13160

[20] Ayres MP, Hicke JA, Kerns BK, McKenzie D, Littell JS, Band LE, Luce CH, Weed AS, 
Raymond CL. Disturbance regimes and stressors. In: Peterson DL, Vose JM, Patel-
Weynand T, editors. Climate Change and United States Forests, Advances in Global 
Change Research 57. Dordrecht, Netherlands: Springer Science + Business Media; 2014. 
DOI: 10.1007/978-94-007-7515-2_4

[21] Öztürk M, Copty NK, Saysel AK. Modeling the impact of land use change on the 
hydrology of a rural watershed. Journal of Hydrology. 2013;497:97-109. DOI: 10.1016/j.
jhydrol.2013.05.022

[22] Boisvenue C, Running SW. Impacts of climate change on natural forest productivity – 
Evidence since the middle of the 20th century. Global Change Biology. 2006;12:862-882. 
DOI: 10.1111/j.1365-2486.2006.01134.x

[23] Hartl-Meier C, Dittmar C, Zang C, Rothe A. Mountain forest growth response to climate 
change in the Northern Limestone Alps. Trees-Structure and Function. 2014;28:819-829. 
DOI: 10.1007/s00468-014-0994-1

[24] Ingegnoli V. Landscape Bionomics, Biological-Integrated Landscape Ecology. New York, 
USA/Milan, Italy: Springer Science + Business Media; 2015

New Perspectives in Forest Science180



[25] Hansen AJ, Neilson RP, Dale VH, Flather CH, Iverson LR, Currie DJ, Shafer S, Cook R, 
Bartlein PJ. Global change in forests: Responses of species, communities, and biomes. 
Bioscience. 2001;51(9):765-779. DOI: 10.1641/0006-3568(2001)051[0765:GCIFRO]2.0.CO;2

[26] Allen CD, Breshears DD. Drought-induced shift of a forest-woodland ecotone: Rapid 

landscape response to climate variation. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences  

of the USA. 1998;95:14839-14842

[27] Dullinger S, Dirnböck T, Grabherr G. Modelling climate change-driven treeline shifts: 

Relative effects of temperature increase, dispersal and invasibility. Journal of Ecology. 
2004;92:241-252. DOI: 10.1111/j.0022-0477.2004.00872

[28] Loehle C, LeBlanc D. Model-based assessments of climate change effects on forests: A 
critical review. Ecological Modelling. 1996;90:1-31. DOI: 10.1016/0304-3800(96)83709-4

[29] Allen CD, Macalady AK, Chenchouni H, Bachelet D, McDowell N, Vennetier M, Kitzberger T,  
Rigling A, Breshears DD, Hogg EH, Gonzalez P, Fensham R, Zhang Z, Castro J, Demidova N,  
Lim J-H, Allard G, Running SW, Semerci A, Cobb N. A global overview of drought and 
heat-induced tree mortality reveals emerging climate change risks for forests. Forest 

Ecology and Management. 2010;259:660-684. DOI: 10.1016/j.foreco.2009.09.001

[30] Turner MG, Donato DC, Romme WH. Consequences of spatial heterogeneity for ecosystem 

services in changing forest landscapes: Priorities for future research. Landscape Ecology. 

2013;28(6):1081-1097. DOI: 10.1007/s10980-012-9741-4

[31] Öztürk M, Bolat İ. Pre- and post-windstorm leaf area index of Carpinus betulus trees in 

an urban forest patch. Journal of the Faculty of Forestry Istanbul University. 2016;66(2): 

513-523. DOI: 10.17099/jffiu.34537

[32] Seidl R, Rammer W, Blennow K. Simulating wind disturbance impacts on forest landscapes: 

Tree-level heterogeneity matters. Environmental Modelling & Software. 2014;51:1-11.  

DOI: 10.1016/j.envsoft.2013.09.018

[33] Seidl R, Rammer W. Climate change amplifies the interactions between wind and bark 
beetle disturbances in forest landscapes. Landscape Ecology. 2017;32:1485-1498. DOI: 

10.1007/s10980-016-0396-4

[34] Coops NC, Waring RH. Assessing forest growth across southwestern Oregon under a 

range of current and future global change scenarios using a process model, 3-PG. Global 

Change Biology. 2001;7(1):15-29. DOI: 10.1046/j.1365-2486.2001.00385.x

[35] Gustafson EJ, Sturtevant BR. Modeling forest mortality caused by drought stress: Impli-
cations for climate change. Ecosystems. 2013;16:60-74. DOI: 10.1007/s10021-012-9596-1

[36] Neilson RP. A model for predicting continental-scale vegetation distribution and water 

balance. Ecological Applications. 1995;5(2):362-385. DOI: 10.2307/1942028

[37] Bachelet D, Neilson RP, Lenihan JM, Drapek RJ. Climate change effects on vegetation 
distribution and carbon budget in the United States. Ecosystems. 2001;4:164-185. DOI: 

10.1007/s10021-001-0002-7

Advances in the Assessment of Climate Change Impact on the Forest Landscape
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.72714

181



[38] Iverson LR, Prasad AM. Potential changes in tree species richness and forest community 

types following climate change. Ecosystems. 2001;4:186-199. DOI: 10.1007/s10021-001-0003-6

[39] Prasad AM, Gardiner JD, Iverson LR, Matthews SN, Peters M. Exploring tree species colo-

nization potentials using a spatially explicit simulation model: Implications for four oaks 

under climate change. Global Change Biology. 2013;19:2196-2208. DOI: 10.1111/gcb.12204

[40] Cheaib A, Badeau V, Boe J, Chuine I, Delire C, Dufrêne E, François C, Gritti ES, Legay M, 
Pagé C, Thuiller W, Viovy N, Leadley P. Climate change impacts on tree ranges: Model 

intercomparison facilitates understanding and quantification of uncertainty. Ecology 
Letters. 2012;15:533-544. DOI: 10.1111/j.1461-0248.2012.01764.x

[41] Crookston NL, Rehfeldt GE, Dixon GE, Weiskittel AR. Addressing climate change in 
the forest vegetation simulator to assess impacts on landscape forest dynamics. Forest 

Ecology and Management. 2010;260:1198-1211. DOI: 10.1016/j.foreco.2010.07.013

[42] Thom D, Rammer W, Dirnböck T, Müller J, Kobler J, Katzensteiner K, Helm N, Seidl R.  
The impacts of climate change and disturbance on spatio-temporal trajectories of biodi-

versity in a temperate forest landscape. Journal of Applied Ecology. 2017;54:28-38. DOI: 

10.1111/1365-2664.12644

[43] Lischke H, Zimmermann NE, Bolliger J, Rickebusch S, Löffler TJ. TreeMig: A forest-
landscape model for simulating spatio-temporal patterns from stand to landscape scale. 
Ecological Modelling. 2006;199:409-420. DOI: 10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2005.11.046

[44] Nabel JEMS, Zurbriggen N, Lischke H. Interannual climate variability and population 
density thresholds can have a substantial impact on simulated tree species’ migration. 

Ecological Modelling. 2013;257:88-100. DOI: 10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2013.02.015

[45] Scheller RM, Mladenoff DJ. Simulated effects of climate change, fragmentation, and 
inter-specific competition on tree species migration in northern Wisconsin, USA. Climate 
Research. 2008;36:191-202. DOI: 10.3354/cr00745

[46] Wang WJ, He HS, Thompson IIIFR, Fraser JS, Dijak WD. Landscape- and regional-scale 
shifts in forest composition under climate change in the Central Hardwood Region of 

the United States. Landscape Ecology. 2016;31:149-163. DOI: 10.1007/s10980-015-0294-1

[47] Jones HG, Vaughn RA. Remote Sensing of Vegetation: Principles, Techniques, and Appli-
cations. Oxford: Oxford University Press; 2010

[48] Barry RG. Mountain Weather and Climate. 3rd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press; 2008

[49] White MA, Hoffman F, Hargrove WW, Nemani RR. A global framework for monitoring 
phenological responses to climate change. Geophysical Research Letters. 2005;32:L04705. 

DOI: 10.1029/2004GL021961

[50] Liang L, Schwartz MD, Fei S. Validating satellite phenology through intensive ground obser-

vation and landscape scaling in a mixed seasonal forest. Remote Sensing of Environment. 

2011;115:143-157. DOI: 10.1016/j.rse.2010.08.013

New Perspectives in Forest Science182



[51] Savage SL, Lawrence RL, Squires JR. Mapping post-disturbance forest landscape com-

position with Landsat satellite imagery. Forest Ecology and Management. 2017;399:9-23. 

DOI: 10.1016/j.foreco.2017.05.017

[52] Smith AMS, Kolden CA, Tinkham WD, Talhelm AF, Marshall JD, Hudak AT, Boschetti L, 
Falkowski MJ, Greenberg JA, Anderson JW, Kliskey A, Alessa L, Keefe RF, Gosz JR. Remote 
sensing the vulnerability of vegetation in natural terrestrial ecosystems. Remote Sensing 

of Environment. 2014;154:322-337. DOI: 10.1016/j.rse.2014.03.038

[53] McDowell NG, Coops NC, Beck PSA, Chambers JQ, Gangodagamage C, Hicke JA, 
Huang C, Kennedy R, Krofcheck DJ, Litvak MA, Meddens AJH, Muss J, Negrón-Juarez R,  
Peng C, Schwantes AM, Swenson JJ, Vernon LJ, Williams AP, Xu C, Zhao M, Running SW,  
Allen CD. Global satellite monitoring of climate-induced vegetation disturbances. 

Trends in Plant Science. 2015;20(2):114-123. DOI: 10.1016/j.tplants.2014.10.008

[54] Allen CD. Climate-induced forest dieback: An escalating global phenomenon? Unasylva. 

2009;60(231/232):43-49

[55] Schwantes AM, Swenson JJ, Jackson RB. Quantifying drought-induced tree mortality in the 
open canopy woodlands of central Texas. Remote Sensing of Environment. 2016;181:54-64. 

DOI: 10.1016/j.rse.2016.03.027

[56] Anderson K, Gaston KJ. Lightweight unmanned aerial vehicles will revolutionize spatial 
ecology. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment. 2013;11(3):138-146. DOI: 10.1890/120150

[57] Zhang J, Hu J, Lian J, Fan Z, Ouyang X, Ye W. Seeing the forest from drones: Testing the 
potential of lightweight drones as a tool for long-term forest monitoring. Biological Conser-

vation. 2016;198:60-69. DOI: 10.1016/j.biocon.2016.03.027

[58] Dale VH, Joyce LA, Mcnulty S, Neilson RP, Ayres MP, Flannigan MD, Hanson PJ, Irland LC,  
Lugo AE, Peterson CJ, Simberloff D, Swanson FJ, Stocks BJ, Wotton BM. Climate 
change and forest disturbances. Bioscience. 2001;51(9):723-734. DOI: 10.1641/0006-3568 

(2001)051[0723:CCAFD]2.0.CO;2

[59] Gauthier S, Bernier P, Burton PJ, Edwards J, Isaac K, Isabel N, Jayen K, Le Goff H, Nelson EA.  
Climate change vulnerability and adaptation in the managed Canadian boreal forest. 

Environmental Reviews. 2014;22:256-285. DOI: 10.1139/er-2013-0064

[60] Metsaranta JM, Kurz WA, Neilson ET, Stinson G. Implications of future disturbance 
regimes on the carbon balance of Canada’s managed forest (2010-2100). Tellus. 2010;62B: 

719-728. DOI: 10.1111/j.1600-0889.2010.00487.x

Advances in the Assessment of Climate Change Impact on the Forest Landscape
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.72714

183




